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The Rectorôs Visions 

As a priest, one of the great joys and daunting responsibilities of my ministry is to be with people in times 
of crisis. I visit people worn by medical issues or isolated because of their age. I spend time among those 
who are struggling with addictions or mental illness or other chronic illness. With the churchôs discretion-
ary fund, I am regularly called to be with people in financial crisis often brought on by other, sometimes 
tragic, issues in their lives. And I am with people when they are near death and with families after someone 
they love has died. 

At those times of crisis, people often experience great clarity of vision. They see their lives and human life 
with new eyes. Priorities change, things once valued no longer seem important and things too often ignored 
are now the main concern. Sometimes, of course, given a crisis, we ignore it. Often my job at a deathbed is 
to say what no one wants to hear: you are dying. Faced with addiction, someone has to say: you are power-
less before the alcohol or the pills; you need help. Struggling with age, someone must hold up the mirror 
and say: you canôt do that anymore, you need to move to a care facility, you need a will and final direc-
tives. In all these cases, I get to bring not only the hard truths, but also the love of God, the care of Godôs 
people, and my own love, too. And, of course, prayer with God. 

Nowadays, the crisis is pandemic. It is everywhere and everyone. Our regular ways of busy-ness have been 
sidelined. Our comfortable habits have been disrupted. And there are new priorities. We are seeing our dai-
ly lives with different eyes. Some of us want to pretend itôs not so. Some of us want to be in control of 
things we cannot control. The struggle for all of us is real and hard. And all of us are called to be priests for 
one another. 

But you are a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, Godôs 
own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. (1 Peter 2:9) 

It is our calling as people of God to 
speak the truth in these dark days in 
order to bring the marvelous light of 
the Gospel to others and to the 
world. There are people struggling 
in this crisis. Truly, to some degree 
every one of us is struggling in this 
crisis. And we, as Godôs people, are 
called to be present in ministry 
(maybe six feet away, with a mask, 
by phone, or virtually!). We are 
called to speak the words that must 
be heard. Sometimes they are hard 
words that no one wants to hear. 
Sometimes they are words of love and care and support. Often, perhaps, they are both.      (Continued on page 2) 

An outdoor worship service at Christ Church August 2nd. 
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(Rectorôs Visions continued from p. 1) 

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds eve-
rything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were 
called in the one body. And be thankful. (Colossians 
3:14-15) 

What do Christian people do when faced with a crisis? 
They depend on God, pull together, speak the truth é 
and they love in harmony. And they look for reasons to 
be grateful. 

One of the things that happens to families in the crisis of 
grief is that they either pull together in support of one 
another or they begin to break apart, bicker over inher-
itance, or even avoid one another as a way of avoiding 
the pain. In this crisis of pandemic, I have seen each of 
these tactics among us as the people of God who are 
Kingston. Here at Kingston, we are blessed with a vestry 
leadership that has pulled together in Godôs love to work 
together in harmony in amazing ways! In the world, and 
sadly especially in our beloved country, I see so many 
people ñchoosing sides and bickering over inheritance.ò 
As people of God, our task is to bring the love of God 
that unites us in truth and harmony. Harmony does not 
mean we all sing the same note (believe or vote the same 
way). As a matter of fact, you canôt sing in unison and 
have harmony. Harmony requires different notes side by 
side. And perhaps love does also. We do not love one 
another because we think exactly the same way. We love 
each other not in spite of our differences, but in many 
ways because of them. 

We will continue to live in this pandemic crisis for some 
time to come. We are adding to that an election cycle 
that appears to be pulling us apart as Americans. It could 
pull us apart as Christians, and perhaps even as members 
of the Body of Christ at Kingston. May we always re-
member the big things ï that God is so much bigger than 
this election, that we are called to love our enemies, that 
it is our unity as people created in the image of God that 
is far more primary than which box we check on election 
day. 

Jesus Christ has called together people of all nations and 
ages and backgrounds into one Kingdom to sing together 
a harmony that is Godôs. We are a part of that miracle 
sound. Sing in your own voice. And listen, always listen, 
for Godôs voice. Sing for love of God and neighbor. And 
together, because of our differences, we will find the 
way from darkness to light, through cross and crisis to 
new birth. 

Godôs Peace, 

Gary+  

Special Diocesan Worship 

On Sunday, September 6th our bishops will 
lead us in an online worship service. Once re-
ceived, Fr. Gary will post both on our Facebook 
page and on YouTube.  
 

Armchair Pilgrimage Resumes 

A new Fall Class will begin September 14. 
ñArmchair Pilgrimage: Looking for God Every-
where.ò Each Monday at noon a written pil-
grimage will be offered on Facebook or by 
email to all who wish to receive it. Then those 
who wish can join in a zoom discussion group 
each week, spend some time, virtually, with 
other pilgrims, and seek to learn more about all 
the places God's presence has made holy in spe-
cial ways for many people. Stay tuned. There 
may be more offerings as well, including a Wa-
bingston class!  

Shrine Mont Retreat 

Are you itching to go somewhere besides Food 
Lion and the doctorôs office? Keep in mind that 
Shrine Mont Retreat Center is open for families 
to come and have their own private retreat.  

As they say on their website, ñOur mission of 
being ñA Place Apartò has a completely new 
meaning for folks who have been staying at 
home or self-quarantined for weeks if not 
months. The Shrine Mont leadership and staff 
feel compelled to fulfill our mission now more 
than ever. We are working hard to find a way to 
be a safe retreat for both our guests and our 
staff. Our housekeeping and food service de-
partments have taken the necessary steps to en-
sure that we are meeting CDC, state and our 
local health department Covid-19 guidelines. 
We will be taking temperatures when necessary, 
wearing masks, adding hand washing and hand 
sanitizing stations around the grounds. The 
bookstore has limited hours posted regularly. 
We will require appropriate social distancing in 
dining and meeting spaces, and yes, you will 
see plexi-glass at the front desk and in the kitch-
en!ò 

Give them a call at 1-540-856-2141 and speak 
with Donna or Nancy to get further information 
or to book a date. Check out the website for re-
treats offered in September: 

www.shrinemont.com 

Thank You, Nan Cross, for volun-
teering to deliver food from the Red 
Box to Hands Across Mathews! 



Fall Fair 2020 

We know that with restrictions due to Covid 19 
that we cannot have Fall Fair in our traditional 
way. Our community is still very much in need of 
our support so the Vestry has been discussing 
how we can generate funds for outreach. We al-
ready have some lovely items that have been gen-
erously donated for the silent auction by families 
that are moving or downsizing. 

Mary Kathryn Diggs has been working with 
Janice Jones of Roanes Antiques, who has gra-
ciously offered to help us set up a Facebook page 
for this event and train us through the process. 
We will organize items in the Parish House. Lois 
Biddison will take photographs that can then be 
shown on a special Facebook page created for 
this event. Dillon White will manage the Face-
book page. 

We encourage you to set up a Facebook account 
to participate in the auction: you just need a user 
name and password and youôre in. Then you 
would look for our Fall Fair page, join it, and be 
able to see all the items posted and bid. Once 
done you can close your account with Facebook. 

Items will be posted beginning October 5th and 
you will be able to bid. Bids will close beginning 
October 12th (more information about that will 
be in next Crier). All rules and regulations will be 
presented on the page. The days for picking up 
items you win will be October 16 and 17. 

We need your higher end donations: furniture in 
good condition, antiques, china, crystal, giftware, 
linens, kitchenware, decorative items, seasonal 
decor and newer electronics and lawn/garden are 
what we have in mind. We wonôt be able to han-
dle yard sale items or clothing. You will need to 
deliver your donations to the Parish House by 
September 20th. 

We also plan to sell Brunswick stew and barbe-
cue on the day of the close of bidding. We will be 
contacting folks for help with donations for the 
stew as we have in the past. 

We will need volunteers to help with sorting 
items for display and helping during those final 
crazy days. Please contact Mary Kathryn Diggs, 
Marti Bowen, or Jan Mohr with your ideas and 
questions. We are swimming in uncharted waters, 
so your patience and prayers are appreciated! 
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Snack Pack Ministry Needs Your Help 

This school year, the Snack Pack ministry will contin-
ue, but with modifications due to the virus and the 
schoolôs temporary education plan. The churches that 
participate and fund the program are going to be work-
ing together to pack, fund and take the packs to the 
high each Thursday for distribution on Friday. We will 
be getting the food supplies through the high school 
nutrition program, thanks to Nelda Gibbs. We are go-
ing to be packing 500 packs every two weeks for the 
foreseeable future. We will doing that packing at the 
Catholic Church. All volunteers are required to wear a 
mask and gloves and we will maintain the appropriate 
distancing, much as we did this summer at the high 
school. 

We will be packing either on Tuesdays or Wednes-
days, depending on when the food shipment is deliv-
ered to St. Francis De Sales. If you can volunteer, 
please contact me and let me know your preference for 
time frame- either 10-12 or 6-8. Please include your 
preferred phone number and email. You will be con-
tacted as soon as we know the exact day of packing. 
Volunteers will be coming from all four of the church-
es, Kingston, St. Francis, St. Paulôs/Beulah and Salem. 

Please respond if you can help.  

Thank you, 
Debbie Lambert 
gardenyard49@gmail.com 

 

Zoom Coffee Hour in September 

Topic: Parish Coffee Hour 

Time: Sep 6, 2020 11:30 AM Eastern Time (US and 
Canada) 

        Every week on Sunday 
        Sep 6, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Sep 13, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Sep 20, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Sep 27, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Oct 4, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Oct 11, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Oct 18, 2020 11:30 AM 
        Oct 25, 2020 11:30 AM 

Join Zoom Meeting: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82339485190?
pwd=UmdweVcwdDZGZmQrMHBGTHNDK01NQT09 

Meeting ID: 823 3948 5190 
Passcode: ChurchFam 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82339485190?pwd=UmdweVcwdDZGZmQrMHBGTHNDK01NQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82339485190?pwd=UmdweVcwdDZGZmQrMHBGTHNDK01NQT09
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Vestry Notes (From August 3 and 17 Zoom Meetings) 

�x�� Mary Chapman was elected Lay Delegate to the Diocesan 
Convention and Paul Gibson the Alternate. 

�x�� Chris Wolfe was hired to repair the flashing on the back of the 
Parish House that was torn off by a storm a few years ago and 
to fix the water leak in the storage shed. 

�x�� The vestry voted to spend $984.00 from the organ fund for the 
arch molding for the Christ Church organ case. 

�x�� Nina Allen will be moving to Charlotte, NC to remain close to 
her family, but will serve her term through the end of the year. 

�x�� Mary Kathryn Diggs proposed different ways that we can have 
our Fall Fair online. An email will be sent to the church dis-
cussing plans, to include an online auction, and asking for vol-
unteers. We plan to sell BBQ and Brunswick Stew as well. We 
hope to hold the auction during the week of October 10-17. 

�x�� Tom Reed, Treasurer, continues to praise our parish for sus-
taining their offerings during the pandemic. The 2020 distribu-
tion request for endowments made by the Endowment Com-
mittee was approved by the vestry. 

�x�� There will be a diocesan wide online worship service the Sun-
day of Labor Day weekend, September 6th. 

�x�� The Diocesan Convention will be held online by Zoom in No-
vember. Fr. Gary suggested Jon Lewis as the youth delegate 
from the Upper Tidewater Region and the vestry approved. 

Junior Wardensô Report 

We continue to look at our buildings 
and identify needs that must be ad-
dressed. 

The shed behind the Parish Hall has 
now been permanently electrified and 
we will move the two freezers we have 
to that shed. 

Outside lights at Christ Church have 
been replaced with LED lamps. 

The three benches placed at the laby-
rinth were damaged in the last storm 
and close examination has shown they 
are rotting and unsafe. We are looking 
for donations to replace them. Any 
checks sent should indicate they are 
for the benches on the memo line. 

The organ is fully installed at Kingston 
Chapel and the last thing to do is cover 
the chamber openings with an acoustic 
cloth. We have a target date of the end 
of September to have the case built 
and the organ at Christ Church in-
stalled completely. 

Jan Mohr and Ray Stubblebine 

Thank You! 

Dear Kingston Parish Scholarship 
Committee: 

Thank you so much for awarding me 
with your scholarship! I appreciate it 
so much and am so grateful for it! I am 
attending Rappahannock Community 
College in the Fall. I have put both my 
student ID number and the college ad-
dress in the card for you. Thanks 
again, Caroline Evans 

Dear Kingston Parish, 

Your recent scholarship gift of $2,000 
for RCC student Caroline Evans helps 
Rappahannock Community College 
provide a high-quality college experi-
ence for regional students. Thank you 
for recognizing the power of quality 
education this College provides with 
your support. 

With best regards, 
Dr. Shannon L. Kennedy, President 

The Diocese of Virginia has come up with an appropriate title for 
this yearôs Stewardship Campaign. As we seek new ways to navi-
gate through the church calendar, the diocese is also looking 
through their archive of materials and offering excellent materials 
from the past, both written and online videos, to encourage us in 
our efforts to be good stewards of all the resources God has giv-
en. Visit their website: www.thediocese.net under ñResources.ò 

A stewardship letter with the 2021 pledge card will be sent out 
some time soon. The letter will be full of praise and thanksgiving 
to God and to you for the way the parish has continued to faith-
fully give their tithes and offerings during the coronavirus lock-
down. Thank You, Thank You! 


