
Kingston Crier 
October 2020 

P. O. Box 471 
Mathews, VA 23109 

804-725-2175 
kingstonparish@verizon.net 

www.kpepiscopal.org 

The Rector’s Visions 

In recent weeks in worship we have been reading the story of the Hebrew people freed from slavery in Egypt 
wandering the desert in the hope of eventually finding the promised land. In the desert wilderness, some of 
them rely on God, but many become frustrated and fearful and rely on their own ways. When Jesus is in the 
wilderness for 40 days to prepare for his ministry, his life is reduced to very simple struggles between the voic-
es of angels and wilderness creatures which offer hope and comfort and the voices of evil which call him to 
take control, find easy answers, care for personal needs and let the world go. Jesus, we know, took the more 
difficult road of living through the wilderness without easy answers, with no power, and making his personal 
needs secondary to a life of love for others. 

We are in our own wilderness these days. Between pandemic, racial tensions, political and economic upheaval 
and whatever else you might personally be dealing with, there are plenty of things to bring us as individuals and 
as a church body to that simple place where we live out of very basic beliefs and needs. The priorities that we 
choose to live by in these days say everything about the kind of people we are. Just as the way Jesus lived in the 
desert was his foundation for the rest of his ministry.  

What have you let go of in this wilderness? What have you realized to be a major priority perhaps that had been 
lost in the shuffle of your previous ways of living? This wilderness time is a gift to explore who we really are, 
and how we will come out of this wilderness as people of God – or not. 

The wilderness is beautiful, but it is not without its dangers. The Hebrews get tired of waiting and build their 
own God, a golden calf, to do what they want God to do rather than what God is already doing. They complain 
to Moses and decide he is to blame. It is a role of strong leadership to listen carefully to the people and face be-
ing the lightening rod for frustrations and angers without taking the blame for things beyond anyone’s control. I 
know a few of you are frustrated and angry with our bishops, with me, and with your vestry. There is certainly 
plenty to be frustrated and angry about. And I can vouch for the fact that your leaders, including yours truly, are 
one-hundred-percent human and capable of mistakes. But I can also vouch for our bishops and our vestry to be 
leaders of such faith and deep concern and compassion that they are people for whom I give thanks in this wil-
derness. I could not do my work without any of them. They are the angels in my wilderness and perhaps also in 
yours, certainly angels helping our Kingston Parish to live faithfully in these days and flourish. 

There are hints that this wilderness is going to go on for quite some time (much more than Jesus’ 40 days but 
not nearly as long as the Hebrews’ 40 years), but there are also hints of the light at the end of the tunnel. May 
we strive to get there, but not just to get by until then. For it is how we live today that will be the foundation for 
our life in the years to come – as individuals and as a church. May we rejoice in the gifts God gives us today. 
May we look not for devils that will give us easy answers to deal with today’s challenges, but may we live as 
angels for others in the wilderness. 

When Paul finds that the church family he helped give birth to in the far off city of Philippi is struggling in the 
wilderness, and he is in his own wilderness in prison in Rome, he writes these words: “Finally, beloved, what-
ever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is com-
mendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things” (Philippians 4:8). We are in the wilderness, but there is so much good in us, at Kingston, in our Episco-
pal Church, and in all God’s gifts to us. Let us not only think about these things, but celebrate them, cultivate 
them, and share them with the world with God’s generous love. 

God’s Peace, 

Gary+ 
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Worship at Kingston 

One of the gifts of this season has been the ways we can connect in online worship and continue to offer our 
worship of God to God. It is certainly different, but there are things about it that people are beginning to realize 
they will miss when we finally worship again in person in our buildings. (Not least among these is the chance to 
worship while in your pajamas with a cup of coffee). We will be continuing our online worship not only in this 
pandemic, but our vestry is exploring ways to make an online presence a permanent part of our worship and min-
istry. 

In addition to our online worship, we will continue our outdoor worship as long as the weather allows.  And we 
have received permission to begin distributing communion at our outdoor worship; we will begin celebrating 
communion on October 4 and continue unless the number of Covid cases in our county become so serious that 
we decide it is no longer safe to do so. 

We have also begun the process of applying to the diocese to have an indoor worship service at the Parish House 
when cold weather moves in, but receiving permission for that will depend on how many cases of Covid we have 
in our county. Recently, you may have noticed, we have had an increase in the number of people with Covid, 
and unless those numbers come down, we will not be allowed to worship inside. Still we are making attempts to 
be ready in hopes that we will be able to have worship inside when it gets too cold to do so outside. (Be wise and 
careful so the numbers go down!) We are working on a plan for worshipping in the Kingston Chapel rather than 
Christ Church simply because the guidance from medical professionals, really makes worship there impossible at 
this time. Needless to say, we want to be able to worship in both our spaces and hope that before long that will 
be possible. Meanwhile, we are working with what we know and can do given the realities of this pandemic. 

Here are the guidelines we will be following for communion at our outdoor worship: 

 We will continue to require people to bring their own chairs, keep a minimum of 6ft. distance from others 
(outside of couples or family units), and wear masks for the entire worship and any time afterwards when we 
are in near contact. 

 Whatever services will be available, people who are uncomfortable attending are encouraged to worship at 
home and online. 

 People who attend the worship will need to notify the office they are coming. We will need a complete 
list of all who are in attendance for the health department should it become necessary to work with them to 
trace the disease. 

 If you feel at all sick or have been in contact with someone who has Covid-19, please stay home and notify 
your doctor as well as Gary for pastoral care. 

 If within the 14 day incubation time after you attend worship you become sick or test positive for the disease, 
please notify the church office. 

 We will continue to offer the Peace at a distance bowing, holding our hands over our hearts, or in some other 
way that is safe. 

 We will be receiving the bread alone at communion. 
 The celebrant will wear a mask while offering the consecration and the elements will remain covered. 
 The bread will be wafers placed in small paper cups distanced from one another on a tray so that you may 

come forward and take a cup without touching the tray or any of the other cups. 
 You will be invited to come forward in prayer to receive as usual. You may not wish to take communion, but 

still wish to come to the outdoor worship and that is, of course, fine now as always. 
 You will be asked to keep your distance from others as you come forward and keep your mask on. There will 

be hand-sanitizer for you to use before you pick up your cup and wafer. Then you may return to your seat 
and take your wafer by lowering your mask carefully and then replacing it after you have received the wafer. 
There will be a trash receptacle to receive your cup after the service. 

If all this seems daunting, you should see the requirements for indoor worship! 
Still we can do this and commune with our God and one another! Alleluia! 

(These Guidelines come from our Diocese in consultation with Dr. Gonzalo 
Bearman, Chair, Division of Infectious Diseases Hospital Epidemiologist, 
VCU; Mr. Russ Catrow, COVID-19 Reopening Guidance Manager for Rich-
mond & Henrico Health Districts, with further input from Dr. Anthony Fauci.) 

Change of Address 

Nina Allen 
1032 Avalon Place 
Stallings NC 28104 

(same phone and email) 
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Online Auction 

As you know, the Coronavirus Pandemic has had a huge impact 
on our annual fundraising event for outreach. With the example 
of shop owners in our county we will hold our own Online Auc-
tion through Facebook. Search for “Kingston Parish Fall Fair 
2020” and join the group. On October 5th at 9:00 AM items will 
be posted and continue that week until done. Each item will 
have a starting bid and suggested raise amounts.  

The bidding will continue through the week and bids will close 
October 12-15. Items will then be available for pick up October 
16 and 17 at the Parish House on Main Street. Payment will be 
cash or check written to Kingston Parish. Your scheduled time 
for pick up will be posted on the group site. 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions we will have limited numbers 
of helpers in masks with clean hands handling these items.  

If you buy fragile or multiple items bring your own boxes, bags 
and packing materials. If you have large or heavy items bring 
your own manpower to carry these items to your vehicle. If you 
buy multiple items we will have your items grouped and ready 
for pick up. 

This is our first (and hopefully last) online sale. We appreciate 
so much the donations from you all and the wonderful inside 
help from Lois Biddison, Marti Bowen, Gay Butler, Bert and 
Nan Cross, Reed Lawson, Jan Mohr, Hunt Thompson, and 
Kathy Yent. There are probably others, but I just want you to 
know how much I appreciate all the help!!! 

We need at least four people to help on Friday and Saturday 
(Oct. 16-17) from 8 AM to 1 PM with money collection and dis-
tributing the items. Please contact me at 804-384-7269. 

I look forward to seeing you all on Facebook October 5th! 
Mary Kathryn (MK) Diggs 

Brunswick Stew 

We are now taking orders for quarts of 
Brunswick Stew. $8 per quart or three 
quarts for $23. All the items will be 
purchased to restrict the number of 
hands that handle the food. We appre-
ciate all of your monetary donations. 

If you’re interested in preparing the 
stew or helping with the sales please 
contact Vicki Carter by email, baycon-
struction@hughes.net. 

The stew will be available for pick up 
and purchase Friday and Saturday, 9 
AM to 1 PM. 

Barbecue 

In addition to the stew we will be sell-
ing pork barbecue by the pint or quart 
(price yet to be determined). You can 
call the office to order ahead of time.  

If you can help with the cooking/
packing of the barbecue, please contact 
Vicki Carter. 

Change of Address 

Jim and Amanda Taylor 
3900 Windsor Way Drive A111 
Williamsburg VA 23188 
(757)565-5708 (landline) 
(804)725-8502 (Amanda’s cell) 
Same emails 
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There is one Body and one Spirit; 
There is one hope in God’s call to us; 

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism; 
One God and Father of all. 

(Book of Common Prayer p. 299) 

Well, this year is different -- but also the same! 
Your church leadership has been so grateful (and 
relieved) to see you all continue faithfully in your 
support of the ministry of Kingston Episcopal Par-
ish through your pledges, gifts, and donations for 
outreach and discretionary fund. And then there are 
all the ways that even in the days of Covid you all 
continue to minister in your daily lives to reflect the 
love of Christ. While it is easy to be overwhelmed 
by the stresses and uncertainties of these days, it is 
equally true that we are daily overwhelmed by the 
love and generosity of our God and the ways we 
continue to work together for the God’s Kingdom. 

The leading question is: what does the year 2021 
hold? Whatever else it may hold, there will be an 
abundance of God’s gifts; that is God’s pledge to 
us. And together in the Body of Christ we will con-
tinue to serve, worship, and love one another. What 
have you learned in this time that will be reflected 
in the way you serve and give? How might this 
change your pledge to Kingston Parish? 

You will be receiving a letter and pledge card from 
us in a few weeks. We ask that you take time to 
pray and think about how Kingston and your life 
and ministry connected with Kingston might be en-
riched, fulfilled, emboldened by your pledge for 
2021. We ask that you return your pledge cards by 
November 1 when we will offer them up to God in 
our outdoor worship and our online worship as our 
shared gifts to God. 

As our baptismal service says: “There is one hope 
in God’s call to us.” May you know God’s hope for 
you, for Kingston, for the world, and pledge your 
part as God calls you. 

Snack Pack Packing 

Thank you everyone who came out to help pack the 
snack packs in September. The next shipment will 
arrive at the Frances deSales Catholic Church on 
Tuesday, October 7th. We will be setting up and 
opening cases at 5:30 pm and then packing from 6-
8 pm. If you can help for any amount of time, that 
would be great. Remember to wear your mask and 
gloves will be provided. We will try to get all 500 
packed that evening, so we don’t have to come 
back another day. If you know of anyone else who 
might be interested, please pass it along. 

Debbie Lambert 

The organ at Christ Church is almost complete. Some trim 
work has to be applied to the front and top of the case and the 
console will be boxed in so that the black area behind it dis-
appears. It is now playing but it has not yet been voiced and 
adjusted for the room. Thanks to Paul VandenBout, Danny 
Webster, and others for their hard work on this organ case. 

https://www.bcponline.org/
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Wabingston Christian Formation Available for All 

One of the gifts of this strange pandemic time is the ways we can connect 
online with people we might not otherwise get to see so much! I have 
been in much more regular contact with clergy and bishops in our dio-
cese, we have some dear old members who have moved to other places 
show up in zoom meetings, and we worship at Kingston and then go to 
the National Cathedral all in the same hour! 

Wabingston churches (Ware, Abingdon and Kingston) have a number of 
offerings for your edification that we can make available to everyone! 
The three clergy have been recording a 30 to 40 minute discussion of the 
scriptures appointed for a Sunday. Now you can hear the discussions! Or 
even watch them! If you do podcasts, you can go to spotify at 
https://open.spotify.com/show/4CI5D9e8byDgLDlXgBaoex to listen to 
the first installment which will be available on Saturday, October 3. We 
will be discussing the scriptures for the next day, October 4. This will al-
so be available on YouTube and that will be linked on Facebook, so you 
have no excuse not watching/listening if you want to! To go to YouTube, 
put in the link: https://youtu.be/0gl5AZ2ikQY. 

There is an Old Testament Bible Study – Ware Church Pavilion Wednes-
days at 10am. Join Ware’s Rector, Scott Parnell, for an in-person outdoor 
class on the Old Testament. Participants bring their own Bible, chair, and 
mask. No registration needed. 

Armchair Pilgrimage – Kingston’s Rector, Gary Barker, leads you on a 
virtual visit to places of spiritual significance. An email is sent each week 
so you may read and prepare. A Zoom gathering takes place each Mon-
day at 3 so participants can discuss and share. Send an email to 
garyjbarker@gmail.com to register. 

Intersections, the Abingdon book group – Tuesdays beginning Oct. 6 – in 
person 5:30-6:30 (limited to 10 participants) and on Zoom 7-8pm. We 
will read and discuss The Righteous Mind: Why good people are divided 
by politics and religion by Jonathan Haidt. Copies can be ordered through 
Amazon or other retailers. Send an email to rector@abingdonchurch.org 
to register. Be sure to indicate if you are registering for the in person or 
online class session. 

Weekly lectionary podcast – Wabingston Clergy Klatch. Each week the 
Rectors discuss the readings for that Sunday. This is offered as a podcast 
so you can just listen or as a video so you can watch and share comments. 
The three clergy have been recording a 30 to 40 minute discussion of the 
scriptures appointed for a Sunday. Now you can hear the discussions! Or 
even watch them! If you do podcasts, you can go to spotify at 

https://open.spotify.com/show/4CI5D9e8byDgLDlXgBaoex 

to listen to the first installment which will be available on Saturday, Octo-
ber 3. We will be discussing the scriptures for the next day, October 4. 
This will also be available on YouTube and that will be linked on Face-
book, so you have no excuse not watching/listening if you want to! To go 
to YouTube, put in the link: https://youtu.be/0gl5AZ2ikQY. Just remem-
ber these links won't work ahead of time. Eventually there may be other 
ways to access these as well, so watch your email! 

Vestry Notes 
From September 21 Meeting 

 Bill Stearns presented his 
audit report for 2019. We 
need to get insurance cer-
tificates or hold harmless 
agreements from groups 
who use our facilities. He 
also recommends a paid 
audit every five years. 

 The vestry agreed to move 
our phone and internet ser-
vices to Atlantic Broad-
band Company. 

 An upgraded security sys-
tem and fire alarm for both 
Christ Church and King-
ston Parish were approved. 

 The shed’s leak has been 
located and repaired and 
electricity has been run to 
power a freezer. 

 A new refrigerator is need-
ed for the kitchen. 

 Work on the organ at 
Christ Church continues. A 
letter asking for donations 
will be sent. 

 Tom Reed, Treasurer, re-
ported that support from 
the parish remains strong. 
He also announced his res-
ignation as Treasurer ef-
fective the end of 2020. 

 We now have permission 
to serve Communion bread 
at our outdoor service. 

 A virtual Blessing of the 
Animals service will be 
posted online October 4th. 

 We will apply to the Dio-
cese of Virginia for per-
mission to worship inside, 
first at Kingston Chapel. 

 The vestry voted to raise 
our pledge to the Diocese 
from 7% to 9%, closer to 
the recommended 10%. 

https://open.spotify.com/show/4CI5D9e8byDgLDlXgBaoex
https://youtu.be/0gl5AZ2ikQY
mailto:garyjbarker@gmail.com
mailto:rector@abingdonchurch.org
https://open.spotify.com/show/4CI5D9e8byDgLDlXgBaoex
https://youtu.be/0gl5AZ2ikQY
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October Birthdays 

Ethel Brown       2 
Jennifer Hudgins      7 
Sharon Leary       8 
Duffy Crowe     14 
John Machen Sr.    14 
Tucker Preston    17 
Mark Truscott     17 
Kate Van Emmerik    19 
Gale Gibson     18 
Cathy Hinson     18 
Lois Biddison     18 
Cole Malise     19 
Justin Powell     24 
William Truscott    25 
Nicole Liscoe     26 
Leo Viens     27 
Janice Higdon     28 
Mary Pope     28 
Nan Cross     30 
Pete Jennette     31 
Berni LaCasse     31 

Serving in the Military 
or Diplomatic Corps 

Colin Bucknor 
BJ Cavazos 
Yvette Gaither 
Chris Ivy 
Joe Kraynak 
Megan Kraynak 
Hib McNeilly 
Joey Plotino 
William Story Scarlett 
Jennifer Schmidt 
Zach Schmidt 
George Truscott 
William Truscott 
Dawson Turner 
Nicholas Webster 

Parish Prayer List 

Pray For Our Parishioners 
Nina Buzby for fatigue and vertigo (office) 
Clement Dickey for stroke in left eye (by Pat Dickey) 
Hank Furniss for non-tremor Parkinsons (by Mairi Furniss) 
Paul Gibson for heart issues (by Jan Mohr) 
Nina Guy recovering from blood infection (office) 
Peggy Hudgins for pulmonary fibrosis (office) 
Vince Lassiter recovering from spinal fusion surgery (by Judy Lassiter) 
John Machen recovering from pneumonia (by Linda Machen) 
Deirdre McElroy for treatment of cancer (office) 
Tom Neiger for cancer of esophagus and stomach (by Pat Neiger) 
Dick Pogue for recovery from pacemaker installation (office) 
Jim and Sarah Renner mourning death of son Edward (office) 
Mary Ellen Stimson for fractured tibia/leg wound (office) 

Pray For Our Family and Friends 
Mickey Burchell for lung cancer (by Valerie Lewis) 
Duncan Campbell for colon cancer (by Mary Kathryn Diggs) 
Linda Crowe for lung cancer (by Duffy Crowe 
Dave for heart attack—three stints (by Josie Thorpe) 
Nancy Donnelly (by Kathy Yent) 
Mary Doyle for hydrocephalus (by Valerie Lewis) 
Bill Drumel for cancer surgery complications (by Wendy Super) 
Tommy Dutton for hip repair (by Becca Brown) 
Glenda Flippin for ovarian cancer (by Jay Black) 
Walker Linden Ford for Sturge-Weber Syndrome (by Kathy Yent) 
Lori Fuller for cancer in lymph nodes (by Joe Mereness) 
Peggy Gallagher for recovery from Coronavirus (by Kathy Yent) 
+Susan Goff for breast cancer (office) 
Pat Graveline for colon/liver cancer (by Joe Mereness and Richard Scott) 
Helen Graves for congestive heart failure (by Paul Gibson) 
Cathy Heach for breast cancer (by Shannon Kirschbaum) 
Carole Hirose for anxiety (office) 
Julie Hoe for breast cancer (by Nancy Powell) 
Kyle Johnson for cancer (by Martha Ellen Traband) 
Eugene Jones for Parkinson’s Disease (by Robert Petersen) 
John Michael Jones (by Shannon Kirschbaum) 
Rick Jones for injuries - hit by a car (by Richard Jones) 
Marlene Jordan by Pat Dickey 
John Kratzer for rotator cuff surgery (by Kathy Yent) 
Andrea Krause for breast cancer (by Gay Pfister) 
Skip Lewis (by Valerie Lewis) 
Joy Long (by Jan Mohr) 
Don Loving for multiple illnesses (by Jan Mohr) 
Dave Martin (by Gay Butler) 
Sudy McKnight for cancer (by Reed Lawson) 
Michele Meanley for return of cancer (by Kathy Yent) 
Art Miller for 3rd degree burns on legs (by K. Yent) 
Kristen Moran for breast cancer (by Jan Mohr) 
Keith Morgan for prostate cancer (by Josie Thorpe) 
Kathy Nelson for pulmonary fibrosis (by Kathy Yent) 
Steve Nelson in hospice for lung cancer (by K. Yent) 
Pete Nieman for kidney cancer (by ?) 

Lisa O’Connors for lung cancer (by Kathy Yent) 
Elizabeth Perkins for brain tumor (by Pat Elliot) 
Katherine Pickle (by Mary Ann Gilman) 
Stefanie Powers (by Lisa McCann) 
Josiah Raub for heart issues (by Hank Furniss) 
Debbie Roberg for oral cancer (by Cathy Hinson) 
Ginger Shackelford for Hodgkins lymphoma (K Yent) 
Tracy Shackelford for lymphoma (by Kathy Yent) 
Sue Ann Singleton (by Kathy Yent) 
Harry Ward for brain tumor (by Jay Black) 
Kate Warfel for auto-immune disorder (Jen Kimball+) 
Jennie Whittle for ovarian cancer (by Mary Chapman) 
Kitty Witty for stage 4 bone cancer (M. E. Traband) 
Catherine Worley for breast cancer (by Gay Butler) 



The Kingston Crier, October 2020 

Kingston Parish 

PO Box 471 

Mathews, VA 23109 

Address Service Requested 

KINGSTON PARISH 
P. O. Box 471 

Mathews, VA 23109 
804-725-2175 

www.kpepiscopal.org 
kingstonparish@verizon.net 

In The Diocese of Virginia and 
the Upper Tidewater Region 

The Rt. Rev. Susan E. Goff, Bishop Suffragan 
The Rt. Rev. Jennifer Brooke-Davidson, Assistant Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Porter Taylor, Assistant Bishop 

The Very Rev Gary Barker, Rector 
(757)371-9382; barkergaryj@gmail.com 

THE VESTRY 

Senior Warden  Valerie Lewis 
Junior Warden/Preschool Jan Mohr 
Junior Warden/Worship  Ray Stubblebine 

Christian Formation  Marti Bowen 
Fellowship  Shannon Kirschbaum 
Outreach  Mary Kathryn Diggs 
New Vestry  Nina Allen 

Treasurer Tom Reed 
Recorder Carol Swartz 

TRUSTEES 
Vicki L. Carter   Timothy W. Hudgins  John Machen, Sr.       

 
DIOCESAN COUNCIL & REGION II 

Mary Chapman, Lay Delegate 
Paul Gibson, Alternate 

 
STAFF 

Jim Andrews              Choir Director/Organist 
Karen Jones                                            Parish Secretary 
Vicki Carter                                                   Bookkeeper 

 
KINGSTON PARISH PRESCHOOL 

725-3211 

Rachel Musick             Preschool Director 
 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE 
Sunday 
       8:00 a.m. Outdoor Worship alternating between the 
 Parish House Lawn and  
 Christ Church Cemetery 
After 8 a.m. Online Worship Service on Facebook and 
 YouTube.com 
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour 
 
The Office is closed during this time. Please contact Fr. 
Gary at (757)371-9382) or Karen at the office (804)725-
2175 or her cell phone, (804)725-8480. 


