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The Rector’s Visions
Living in a time of great transition is exhausting! And exhilarating! I suspect you know what I mean. And
church exists incarnate; the Body of Christ is a body of people in the real world, so there’s plenty of exhausting and exhilarating stuff among us just like everywhere else.
One of the transitions we are living through right now is the number of people in our congregation who
have moved away. The majority of our parishioners have moved, it seems, into God’s loving, heavenly
arms or to Williamsburg. And God is in Williamsburg, too, no doubt. We have all needed to spend some
time grieving the loss of these members of our church family wherever they went. And in most cases we
weren’t able, because of pandemic, to go by the house the day before moving to send them off with a
blessing and a bag of cookies or, if they died, be present at a celebration of their life and resurrection. But
here’s the flip side of that coin: there have also been many new people moving into our area. Each empty
house goes to a new family. Pandemic has meant we haven’t been out and about bringing them into the
fold as much as we used to. We haven’t even been able to have the doors open to invite folks in to our inperson worship services or other events. We have, of course, reached many folks with our online presence.
Last week we reached over 300 different people with a couple of our online posts and many of those people stayed for a full worship service or engaged in another meaningful way. And some of those people live
far away; still, something we said and did may have brought them into God’s fold. One of the things we
are surely called to do by God is bring folks into the fold. Now, we know that not everyone likes the Episcopal way of doing things and they might be happier elsewhere. God still loves them and so should we. But
there are likely to be many people – perhaps more since the shake-down of the pandemic which has reminded all of us of what is really important – who would find life and joy among us at Kingston – both
online and in person. How do we reach them? How do we invite them? How can we be neighbors who love
our neighbors enough to show them the way to life we value deeply in our church life?
One way to help bring others, is to think for yourself: how did I arrive in God’s loving arms? How did I
discover the richness of the Episcopal Church? And why do I keep coming back for more? Why am I
growing in my love for God each day? The ways God has touched you among us at Kingston may just reveal how others might be touched by God and find new life.
You might tell a neighbor who doesn’t even know they need Kingston: We have a loving community with
great people! And they might reply: “I already belong to the country club and actually I go to AA, which is
the best community of loving people I know.”
We at Kingston do lots of great community service and make a difference in Mathews. And they might reply: “I’ve been a member of Rotary all my adult life and find plenty of ways to make a difference there.”
We have two new organs and lots of great music programs planned for worship and for concerts. And they
might reply: “Oh, I go to music concerts all the time and have season tickets to the symphony.”
So what does Kingston offer that nobody else does? We offer a deeper meaning and direction for life in
faith. And we offer that in a way that allows each of us to question and explore rather than expecting us to
have all the doctrinal answers. We live deeply into the mystery of living deeply -- which means we do
work in the community, but not just to do good, but to love God and neighbor. We are a loving community
that looks out for one another when we need help, because God is always showing us how to love. And we
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have beautiful worship, music, and share other experiences of beauty because we know God is the
creator of all joy and beauty and love and these
things connect us with the divine.
The trick, of course, is offering this depth without
sounding like you’re selling a magic tonic or trying
to “save a soul” in a superficial sort way. So often, it
helps to know deeply how you experience the mystery of God in your life so you can share that mystery and attending joy with others.
Why do you come to Kingston? And how can you
help others find the riches you have? And who is
new in your neck of the woods who just may need
in their life what we at Kingston have found and
share?
God’s Peace,

New Monday Class

Gary+

1. The GUEST Program (Gloucester United Emergency Shelter Team) has been helping the homeless in Gloucester, the Middle Peninsula and
Northern Neck. In March of 2020 they had to shut
down the winter shelter program quickly to prevent
the spread of the coronavirus. Instead, funding was
secured to provide a Motel Voucher Program for
the homeless over the past year.
The GUEST Day Shelter and Resource Center has
remained open on a limited basis with health and
safety measures in place. Housing Resource Advocates have been delivering food to the motels,
providing case management, and assisting guests
with Rapid Rehousing to move into permanent
housing. Current operating hours are Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday from 9 am to 2 pm.
From April 2020 to April 2021 GUEST provided
motel vouchers for 94 adults and 24 children. 87
individuals in shelter moved into housing. 24
adults and 20 children benefited from the Rapid
Rehousing Program (paying security deposit/rent
and utilities).
GUEST thanks you for any contributions you have
made and will make towards this valuable ministry. For more information, visit their website,
www.guestshelter.org.

Worship Opportunities
Each Sunday we continue our online worship services on Facebook and YouTube. We also have an
outdoor worship service with communion each Sunday on either the Christ Church or Parish House
grounds. We wear face masks, bring our lawn chairs
and maintain six feet between families.
Wabingston Pentecost Service: The 50th day of
Easter falls on May 23 this year, and we will celebrate the Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit at a special outdoor worship with our Wabingston
family at the Ware Pavilion. (W abingston is the
combination of Ware, Abingdon and Kingston
Church names.) The service will take place outdoors at 10:30 AM on Sunday, May 23. You may
park in the regular church parking lot and walk to
the pavilion or, especially if you have any mobility
issues, park in the grass near the pavilion. Bring a
chair and wear your mask. And if you cannot attend
for whatever reason, know that this Wabingston service will be live-streamed and available any time
after 10:30 AM on Facebook and YouTube at the
Ware site. We will also continue our recorded service for that special feast day and that will be up on
our church Facebook page and YouTube for use any
time after 6 PM on Saturday evening, May 22.
On May 30th, Trinity Sunday, we will worship on
our Parish House lawn at 10 am, followed by a time
to thank Jim and Laura Andrews for their service to
us these past two years.

New Adult Christian Formation Offering: Returning From Exile: Coming out of Pandemic, returning from Babylon and the ways we can rebuild our
lives and churches in God's love. Class zoom discussions every Monday afternoon at 4 PM. The
written part of the class will be emailed to any who
wish to receive it and also posted on Facebook the
Wednesday before the Monday zoom discussion.
Come give it a try! The zoom link is:
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82023421300?
pwd=ZUFza3ZBcWZydnN6L0pFVFk4ZHJLdz09
Passcode: TowardZion

Ministry Opportunities

2. Lay Visitor Card Ministry: The Lay Visitors are
asking for donations of Get Well and Sympathy
cards. You may drop them off at the parish office
or contact Pat Elliot in Hallieford to get them directly to her, 725-2453.
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Wabingston Retreat at Shrine Mont - July 30-August 1, 2021
We are excited to be joining once again this July 30-August 1 with Ware and Abingdon at Shrine Mont in
beautiful Orkney Springs, Virginia. We will worship, celebrate, play, relax and renew - together!
If you plan to join us, please contact Marti Bowen at 804 815-3691. A registration form will be sent by
email or will be available at the church office very soon with more information. Costs will be similar to
previous years. Please let us know as soon as possible so we can begin to plan. Let’s have some fun together!
Visit www.shrinemont.com and click on the yellow rectangle to see the new regulations Shrine Mont has
provided to make our experience there as safe as possible.

John Philip Newell Returns to Virginia in October 2021
John Philip Newell, the renowned author and teacher of Celtic Spirituality, is coming to Virginia!! He will
offer workshops at Shrine Mont on two different dates in October 2021. Parishioners who have enjoyed our
Celtic Services at Kingston Parish and others who are interested in this ancient wisdom will have the opportunity to explore Celtic Christianity with John Philip in this beautiful mountain retreat in Orkney
Springs.
One of the foremost Christian spiritual leaders of the Western world, John Philip founded The School of
Celtic Consciousness in 2016 and developed a three-year curriculum focusing on the Celtic tradition. Since
his last visit to Virginia in October 2019, John Philip has dissolved Heartbeat, his nonprofit venue through
which he conducted his School of Celtic Consciousness. The new venue is now Earth & Soul with its
School of Earth & Soul following the same for mat and cur r iculum as SCC.
This October, John Philip will teach both Year 1 & Year 2 in The School of Earth & Soul.
Year 1 will be offered October 5 – 7. It will focus on a study of Pelagius, St. Brigid, and Teilhard de Chardin. Those interested may register here. https://shrinemont.com/event/the-school-of-earth-and-soul-year-1/
Year 2 will be held October 12 – 14. Its focus will be “In the Beginning was the Gift” (Eriugena, the Carmina Gadelica, and John Muir). If interested, you may register here.
https://shrinemont.com/event/the-school-of-earth-and-soul-year-2/
The price includes two nights, 6 delicious meals, and tuition
for The School of Earth & Soul. Sessions of prayer, meditation, lessons, silence and sharing will be a part of each day in
both workshops.
Shrine Mont is a beautiful location for this event with its colorful fall foliage, its lovely porches lined with comfortable
rocking chairs, and its many trails, perfect for long walks during quiet times. To learn more about Shrine Mont, click here.
https://shrinemont.com/
A celebrated author, John Philip has written more than 15
books on Celtic Christianity, including Christ of the Celts,
The Rebirthing of God: Christianity’s Struggle for New Beginnings and his upcoming publication, Sacred Earth, Sacred
Soul. John Philip formerly served as Warden of Iona Abbey
in the Western Isles of Scotland. A resident of Edinburgh, he
leads international pilgrimages to Iona in addition to teaching
on both sides of the Atlantic. He received the Contemplative Voices Award from the Shalem Institute in
Washington DC in 2011 in recognition of his work in spirituality and peacemaking. For more information
about John Philip and Earth & Soul, visit this website. Earth & Soul (earthandsoul.org)
If you have any questions, please contact Mary Chapman. mamiechapman@gmail.com
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Obituary: Cheryl Johnson Hamilton Lamport, 76, of Cobbs Creek, Va.,
passed away on Thursday, April 8, 2021, after a period of declining
health. She was preceded in death by her husband, Joe Reeves Lamport;
her father, Byron Johnson; her mother, Louise Foster, and her sister,
Christina Johnson. She is survived by her children, Stacie Hamilton
Baird (Scott), Stuart H. Hamilton III “Trip” (Anja), Scott Alexander
Hamilton (Lora), and her stepdaughter, Kelly Lamport Rosales (James);
six grandchildren who called her Memaw, Stuart H. Hamilton IV
“Skip” (Brittany), Shelbie Baird, Tate Hamilton, Spencer Baird, Reese
Duncan and Leah Hamilton; two great-grandsons, Ryan and Colt Hamilton; her sister, Cathy Johnson DeRemer (Michael) and her family, extended relatives and countless friends.
Cheryl was born in Roanoke, raised her family in Richmond, and lived the last 30 years in Mathews County, Va. When she lived in Richmond, she was a member of Varina Episcopal Church, the Varina Junior
Woman’s Club and helped out with any activity her children were involved in. When she moved to
Mathews, she became a member of Kingston Episcopal Parish and served on the Vestry, the Altar Guild,
was a youth group leader and co-chaired the craft booth at the annual Kingston Parish Fall Fair until she
could no longer do so. She was a member of PEO Chapter BT, Red Hats, and loved to play Mahjong, canasta and bridge. She was also an adventurous snow skier and traveler. Our mom had a beautiful smile and
was incredibly sweet. We were so lucky to have had her, but not nearly long enough.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, May 8, 2021, at 11 a.m. at Christ Episcopal Church, 320 Williams Wharf Road, Mathews. Faulkner Funeral Homes, Foster-Faulkner Chapel, Mathews, is assisting the
family. Please be advised that current state mandated guidelines will apply to all in attendance, including
social distancing and appropriate face coverings. In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Mathews Volunteer Rescue Squad, 94 Cricket Hill Road, Hudgins, Va. 23076.
Tributes:
Read this about losing Cheryl with sadness. She was a real trooper while dealing with many bumps along
her road of life. She was always pleasant, fun, thoughtful and helpful. Will be missed but is now in a better
place. George and Debbie Rutter
I saw Cheryl at the grocery store a few weeks ago. I will never forget the time she shared a bit and I mean a
bit of her wisdom with me a few years back at a gathering. I am just absolutely enamored by how carefully
and patiently and kindly she was treasured in our church for so long in her graceful ailing. How on earth
can one have such Grace in such steps that she took! God’s peace to all of our tears. She made a place in
my heart that day she took time to spend with me. It looked as if she had a beautiful caregiver tending to
needs a few weeks ago. I am certain she passed with beauty unruffled. Lisa McCann
One of the first friends I made in Mathews was Cheryl. Justin and I enjoyed a number of Cruise Trips to
Onancock with Joe and Cheryl. Cheryl and I shopped in town and had many personal talks. Until she became unable, Cheryl was always ready with a helping hand for fund-raisers at church and Soup with Love.
Mathews, for me, won't be the same without her. Nancy Powell
Cheryl Lamport has been a good friend of mine for many years. Talented, intelligent, generous and sharing
are a few adjectives that come to mind when I think of Cheryl. She was also a very nice person who was fun
to be around. I will miss her deeply but know that she is in a better place than she was here on earth. May
she Rest In Peace and rise in glory. She definitely deserves to be an angel in the Lord’s realm of angels.
Nina Guy
I remember Cheryl as a vibrant youth group leader for the combined area churches. Beverly Holmberg
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I met Cheryl soon after she moved to Mathews and we
discovered that we had a lot in common - our love of
quilting and crafts. both of us liked helping others so
we delivered meals together until she no longer could
drive, We co-chaired the Craft and Holiday Booth for
many years and used to hold workshops to make items
for our booth. She was someone I could always count
on when I needed a friendly ear to listen. In recent
years, I talked to her at least every month and visited
when she was able to have visitors. We spent a lot of
time talking about our grandchildren! Now I think of
her with her Joe and I hope that My Wayne had found
them too because the four of us really had some fun
times together! Peggy Hudgins
Cheryl was a trooper and along with Joe were staunch
supporters of Kingston Parish. Am I right that Cheryl
was a member of the search committee that brought
Gary to be the rector? Sympathy and be regards to
everyone, Scott Krejci
The photo of Cheryl at our Fall Fair 2006 was taken
by Beverly Holmberg.
A graveside burial service for Cheryl Lamport will be held Saturday, May 8th at 11:00 AM. You are invited to attend, bring your lawn chair and wear a face mask.

Thank You!
Dear Kingston Parish Family, The year 2020 brought severe challenges to many of us. Some of these trials
have eased while others continue. In June I will see two doctors about my hip and will keep you informed.
Sometimes we heal physically while the emotional healing is still with us.
I want to express my deepest thanks for never-ending cards, and phone calls, but especially for the prayers
of the people! My faith "wobbles" at times, as do I, but does become strong again. It is a fact that God answers our prayers as He desires. It is up to each one of us to trust what God tells us even if that is
"negative". I have experienced problems that became huge blessings. Paul joins me in thanking you most
gratefully.
Love, Mary Ellen Stimson
Dear Mr. Barker:
March 24, 2021
Thank you for Kingston Parish’s gift of $960.00 to the Episcopal Relief & Development.
For more than a year, our world has faced challenges none of us could have dreamed of. We never could
have imagined the magnitude of suffering, illness and loss that would result from the global pandemic,
which continues to ravage many parts of the world. Your steadfast support helps us rise to meet these challenges.
Thanks to your generosity our partners around the world have responded, as they always do, with courage,
determination and breathtaking ingenuity as they address the pandemic and our signature priorities of promoting integrated early childhood development, reducing gender based violence, building climate resilience
and responding to disasters.
I am so grateful to have you as our partner and to be standing with you now looking into the future. There is
so much more to do! Faithfully, Robert W. Radtke, President & CEO of ER&D
(The $960 bought eight goats with the change collected from you each Sunday before the pandemic hit.)
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Vestry Notes



















From April 26th Zoom Meeting
Ron Lambert, chair of the Endowment
Committee, met with the vestry and recommended, on behalf of the committee,
that we move all of our investments, except the STAMP Fund, to Davenport and
Company, who have out-performed the
Diocesan Trustees of the Funds this past
year. The vestry voted to approve this
recommendation.
Mary Chapman thanked those who
worked on the Labyrinth and Pam Machen gardens, as well as those working so
hard to provide our online worship services.
A new lay delegate is needed as our regional and diocesan representative.
The Junior Wardens suggest a word day
to clean up and work on the Rectory.
Tom Reed, Treasurer, reported that the
general operating income is significantly
less than the approved budget. Pledgers
have been faithful, but we have lost many
parishioners due to death and moves.
Peg Moncure was ordained as a deacon
and will be working in Christ Church in
Saluda. Fr. Gary has been her mentor for
the past four years.
Jim Andrews will be leaving as organist
and choir director. His last service will be
May 30. A committee has been established to search for a new Minister of
Music.
Fr. Gary will begin a new class May 3rd.
The topic is on exile and return. The
Zoom meetings will be held Mondays at
4 PM.
A Wabingston outdoor Pentecost service
will take place at Ware’s Pavilion on
May 23rd. We will also offer our online
service that day.
The Outreach Committee allocated funds
to the YMCA, Triad, Mathews Land
Conservancy, RCC Scholarships, ER&D,
and the Family Goat Project. Funds are
reserved for preschool and snack pack
program.

Lay Delegate and Alternate Needed
Now that Mary Chapman is our Senior Warden we have
lost our Lay Delegate to the Upper Tidewater Region as
well as to the Diocese. We need someone who will be
able to attend the Annual Convention, in person, on November 11-13 in Arlington. We also need an alternate to
serve in the event that our delegate is unable.
If you are interested in learning more about this position,
or would like to put your name forward, please contact
Mary Chapman or Fr. Gary.

We were so happy to begin
worshipping outdoors together in April at both Christ
Church and Kingston Chapel.
We appreciate members of
our vestry who weeded the
beds around the Labyrinth, as
well as those parishioners
who maintain the Scatter Garden at Christ Church.
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Prayer List

Pray For Our Parishioners
Jim Andrews for Afib (office)
Pat Bateman for a fall (by Reed Lawson)
Becca Brown for knee surgery May 13 (office)
Clement Dickey for recovery from hernia surgery (by Pat Dickey)
Hank Furniss for non-tremor Parkinsons (by Mairi Furniss)
Paul Gibson for heart issues (by Jan Mohr)
Peggy Hudgins for pulmonary fibrosis (office)
Cooper LaCasse for recovery from rotator cuff surgery (by Berni LaCasse)
Tom Neiger for cancer of esophagus and stomach (by Pat Neiger)
Will Story for illness (by Martha Story)
Jim Taylor for grief (by office)

May Birthdays
Mac Butler
Mary Ellen Stimson
Jessica Story
James Van Emmerik
Sandy Warren
Will Story
Ralph Lawson
Anita Minuth
David Norris
Paul Stimson
Beverly Holmberg
Elisa Wheeler+
Page Herbert
Bruce Cargill
Alexa Husband
Jim Andrews
Neil Holmberg
Pat Elliot
Martha Ellen Traband
Ginger Richards
Wendy Super

1
1
1
6
7
9
10
13
17
18
20
22
22
22
22
24
24
25
27
28
28

Pray For Our Family and Friends
Steve Buis for cancer (by Debbie Lambert)
Mickey Burchell for lung cancer (by Valerie Lewis)
Duncan Campbell for colon cancer (by Mary Kathryn Diggs)
The Carter Family (by Vicki Carter)
Frank Comme - young man who had a stroke (by Signe Langschultz)
Yolanda Conaway (by Kathy Yent)
Linda Crowe for lung cancer (by Duffy Crowe)
Mary Doyle for hydrocephalus (by Valerie Lewis)
Tommy Dutton for hip repair (by Becca Brown)
Glenda Flippin for ovarian cancer (by Jay Black)
Serving in the Military
Walker Linden Ford for Sturge-Weber Syndrome (by Kathy Yent)
or Diplomatic Corps
Lori Fuller for cancer in lymph nodes (by Joe Mereness)
Peter Furniss for return of Lymphoma (by Mairi Furniss)
Colin Bucknor
John and Stacy Gibbs for Covid (by Signe Langschultz)
BJ Cavazos
Helen Graves for congestive heart failure (by Paul Gibson)
Yvette Gaither
Cathy Heach for breast cancer (by Shannon Kirschbaum)
Chris Ivy
Carole Hirose for anxiety (office)
Joe & Megan Kraynak
Daniel Howlett for a bad fall (by Jan Mohr)
Hib McNeilly
Jerry Johnson for Huntington’s Disease (by M Bowen)
Joey Plotino
Michael Johnson for throat cancer (by S. Langschultz)
William Story Scarlett
Van Johnson for shoulder surgery (by Martha Ellen Traband)
Zach Schmidt
Carolyn Jones (by Josie Thorpe)
George & William Truscott
John Michael Jones (by Shannon Kirschbaum)
Dawson Turner
Rick Jones recovering from injury (by Richard Jones)
Nicholas Webster
Jim Kloke for leukemia (by Rosemary Eaton)
Belinda Kratzer for surgery complications (by Kathy Yent)
Skip Lewis (by Valerie Lewis)
Stefanie Powers (by Lisa McCann)
Joy Long (by Jan Mohr)
Helen Price for Lymphoma (by Jan Mohr)
Don Loving for multiple illnesses (by Jan Mohr)
Josiah Raub for heart issues (by Hank Furniss)
Robert McCreary for cancer (by Willie Hubbard)
Maggie Rawlings for pancreative/liver cancer (K Yent)
Sudy McKnight for cancer (by Reed Lawson)
Ginger Shackelford for Hodgkins lymphoma (K Yent)
Janet Mikionis for cancer pain (by Kathy Yent)
Tracy Shackelford for lymphoma (by Kathy Yent)
Art Miller for 3rd degree burns on legs (by K. Yent)
Sue Ann Singleton (by Kathy Yent)
Kristen Moran for breast cancer (by Jan Mohr)
The Studer family for daughter’s suicide (by Neigers)
Keith Morgan for prostate cancer (by Josie Thorpe)
Charlie Szeglin for heart surgery and memory (by Sig)
Rachel Musick recovery from auto accident (office)
Marsha Threlkeld for terminal cancer (by D. Lambert)
Kathy Nelson for pulmonary fibrosis (by Kathy Yent)
Richard Wahl for metastasized cancer (by MK Diggs)
Pete Nieman for kidney cancer (by ?)
Harry Ward for brain tumor (by Jay Black)
Lisa O’Connors for lung cancer (by Kathy Yent)
Kate Warfel for auto-immune disorder (Jen Kimball+)
Kenny, Nela, Erik Palmer for Covid (by Kathy Yent)
Jack Williams for pneumonia (by Kathy Yent)
Elizabeth Perkins for brain tumor (by Pat Elliot)
Catherine Worley for breast cancer (by Gay Butler)
Kristina Zaruba for bypass surgery (ME Traband)
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THE VESTRY
Senior Warden
Mary Chapman
Junior Warden/Preschool Jan Mohr
Junior Warden/Worship
Ray Stubblebine
Christian Formation
Outreach
Worship & Spirituality
Serving At Large

Treasurer
Recorder

Marti Bowen
Trish Reed
Mary Ann Carr
Ray Stubblebine
Cindy Machen
Lisa McCann
Martha Ellen Traband
Tom Reed
Carol Swartz

TRUSTEES
Vicki L. Carter Timothy W. Hudgins John Machen, Sr.
DIOCESAN COUNCIL & REGION II
Mary Chapman, Lay Delegate
Jim Andrews
Karen Jones
Vicki Carter

STAFF

Choir Director/Organist
Parish Secretary
Bookkeeper

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sunday
After 8 a.m. Online Worship Service on Facebook and
YouTube.com
11:30 a.m. Zoom Coffee Hour
The Office is closed during this time. Please contact Fr.
Gary at (757)371-9382 or Karen at the office (804)7252175 or her cell phone, (804)725-8480.

