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Sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the whole earth. (Psalm 96)

One of our wonderful parishioners recently gave me a little plaque that says: “He who sings, prays twice.”
This idea is old and is sometimes said to come from St. Augustine of Hippo who died around 430, although
it is not in any of his extant writings. He certainly believed singing was a very important way to worship not
so much for what we get out of it but for the way it speaks of God’s glory and offers praise to God. And, of
course, there are much older commendations of music. The Psalms are our Biblical music book. The Song of
Songs is a love song for God and from God. How do you understand music in our worship and in your wor-
ship?

Music speaks to the heart in a way that is beyond theological ideas or words. Why is that? The human expe-
rience in the face of God involves four things. We experience what we have learned about God that is from
the past and remembered. We sometimes experience God in the present moment. And most of us find much
of our faithfulness in the expectation and hope of a deeper experience of God in the future. But there is also a
sense of God outside of time or in what we call eternity. There is the tension of what we know and what we
hope for, what we experience in the now and what is beyond time in the eternal. If this sounds not only like
our experience of God but like the way we experience music, then here is the reason music can be such an
important part of our lives and our worship. Music is timed, measured. It swells and softens, dances and mel-
lows. And all of this is strangely in time yet also lifting us beyond time. A melody that touches us deeply
isn’t just something we remember, but something that tugs us ahead into the future and something that some-
how lives beyond time also in eternity.

What a gift it is to have music in our lives. May music always speak deeply to you of your timeliness and
timelessness — of all you have been, all you are in this breath, all you shall be in your life ahead, and even all
you are in God’s eternal now.

Praise God with the blast of the ram’s horn,; praise him with lyre and harp.
Praise God with timbrel and dance; praise God with strings and pipe.

Praise him with resounding cymbals, praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. ~ (Psalm 150)

Gary+
Planning Ahead: Death and Dying in the Life of Christians

Christians honor death as a part of the life God has given us. This does not mean that death is easy or that
fearing death or grieving for a loved one is somehow “Unchristian.” How have you prepared for this part of
your life? Here are a few ideas that may be helpful.

*  As with any event of our lives, know that your church family and your clergy are available to talk with.
Clergy have special training for dealing with death. The prayer book has prayer resources for sickness
and death (see especially pages 453-467 and page 507). The clergy are also able to help with the plan-
ning of your service and other preparations.

*  Make sure your will or other instrument for your belongings is in place and current.

+  Make plans with a funeral home, with the Virginia Cremation Society, or similar group.
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*  Plan for where your remains will be interred.

*  Make sure someone else knows your passwords for banks and bills or anything else like that (Safety
deposit keys, secret stash of thousands in the back bedroom mattress ...).

*  Write your own obituary. This can be a prayerful action that helps your family or simply a spiritual ex-
perience for yourself.

*  Plan your church celebration. (This can be the fun part! A form is included here for you to keep with
important documents and to share with the Kingston Parish office.)

My Celebration Plan
Full Legal Name

Preferred name if different

Family/Friend contact (Name, phone, email)

Circle Service: Rite I/ Rite II / Enriching our Worship / For one not professing Christian Faith
Circle one: With Eucharist / Without Eucharist

Will there be a casket or urn?

Will there be an interment following? Where and when?

Do you wish the service to be recorded and “published” on the internet?

Scripture Lessons (at least one; two with one being a Gospel reading if there is Eucharist)

Old Testament

Psalm

New Testament

Gospel

(There are suggestions, certainly not requirements, in the Prayer Book on pages 494-495)

Hymns (3) and Special Music you would like:

Participants you would like to involve if possible (clergy, musicians, readers, chalice bearers, pallbearers,
ushers):

Special Flower request for the altar?

Do you want a reception? At church or where?

Other instructions for reception?

Memorial Gifts (Perhaps you have a favorite charity? Kingston Parish perhaps?)

Other needs, hopes, requests:
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What If It’s Wonderful?

I am personally in a season of change, just as we are
in a season of change as a church family. Felicity,
my middle child, just graduated from high school
and is preparing to go off to college. Many of you
have been through this process before and I’'m sure
you can remember all the hopes and fears. This par-
ticular transition time for me feels especially
weighty because as Felicity concludes her senior
year in high school, my other children are beginning
senior years - Savannah at Old Dominion and Sam
in high school. Many more changes are coming
down the road.

For me, what is hardest to deal with is not the
change itself, but the unknowns. If I can picture
what’s ahead, I can start to imagine how I will adapt
to it. Felicity put off her final college decision until
almost the last possible moment. Not being able to
picture where she would be truly stressed me out
and I felt some peace once she had a decision. (Pray
for me this coming year, please, because I have
even less of an idea what Sam’s future will look like
after high school! Pray for him, too, come to that!)

It really hasn’t been that long since coming to King-
ston was a pretty big change in my life. We first
came to visit in Advent 2023. Being a planner and
researcher by nature, I had a good idea what I was
getting into. I had looked through the church web-
site, watched services online, and read books about
the Episcopal Church. I felt pretty confident, but of
course there were still unknowns. Would we really
have a place here? Would I feel and hear God here?
How would the change impact my children’s faith
journeys in the trying times of the teen years?

[ have a mantra for when doubts creep in - “What if
it’s wonderful?” And joining Kingston certainly has
been wonderful. As we prepare for our changes
ahead, looking into a future with a new rector, there
is an awful lot that we can’t picture. We don’t know
yet what things will remain the same and what
things will change - or how. There will be times
when we are scared and stressed, but let’s try to turn
that around. What if it’s wonderful? Kingston sur-
passed my hopes. There is such a vibrant, active,
faithful community here.

I made the graphic representation of our journey
ahead with the steps to finding a new rector that is
on display in the Parish House. The Vestry has
completed the first step of the planning process and

developing a timeline with the help of the diocese.
We are beginning to work on the second step -
prayerfully considering who should be on our Dis-
cernment Committee. The committee should be
formed and begin doing their work by early fall.
The slow pace of this process honestly surprised
me, but after hearing the rationale about the work
we need to do, understanding who we are without
Gary+ so that we can be prepared to move on confi-
dently, it really makes sense. As we move through
this process, I ask you all to keep praying for King-
ston. As we step forward in faith, God will be with
us. With who we are and who He is - it’s bound to
be wonderful. We have such good things ahead of
us.

Kim Hartlove
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7<Our Path Forward

Transitioning to a new rector at
Kingston Parish

Step 1: Laying the foundation
Vestry and Transition Office
meet to discuss the path ahead
and plan; the Diocese begins
1.1/ thesearch for an interim priest
Step 2: Forming a team %

The Vestry prayerfully callsa - W @
Discernment Committee \ /&
it ¢

Step 3: Self-study and planning

The Discernment Committee N W ,Ju‘%/
prayerfully studies the parish with N { /7%
congregational input, to understand =N

our ministries and goals.
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Step 5: Selection Process
Candidates are vetted, reviewed
and interviewed by the Discernment
Committee, with support from the

Diocese. A finalist is chosen, the
Vestry votes, and a call is extended.
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"‘.‘((,"-‘}; Step 6: Beginning a new chapter / N
‘\f" The new rector accepts the call and /\ \

signs the Letter of Agreement. A Ay
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mutual ministry review is conducted
after a year of ministry together. ,,,\
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Step 4: Celebrate
We celebrate our time with Gary+
and his retirement!
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Vestry Notes (from May 15 Meeting)

*  The vestry decided to resume “coffee hour” after
each Sunday worship service. Kelsey Desmond
will help organize at Christ Church and Cindy
Machen will help organize at Kingston Chapel.
Those who host will be encouraged to provide a
simple beverage and snack to be enjoyed while
socializing after the service.

*  Shannon and Mike Hutchings will host the annu-
al parish picnic at their home in Cobbs Creek.

*  We have three graduates: Felicity Hartlove from
Mathews High School, Dylan White and Cooper
LaCasse from college

*  Kim Hartlove created discernment posters to
place in our worship spaces—Karen will be
asked to include in Sunday bulletins.

+ Lynn Lewis has agreed to digitalize the cemetery
records and maps—software will need to be cho-
sen that will best suit our situation.

* The vestry will take turns submitting an article
for the Crier to update the congregation on the
discernment (transition) process.

* Junior Wardens Allan May and Bert Cross con-
tinue to work on the fire alarm system at Christ
Church.

* A motion was made and approved to hire plumb-
er Eric Croxton to replace the water line and
frost free yard hydrant at the Christ Church scat-
ter garden at a cost of $650.00.

*  Bert is working with Peninsula Heating & Air to
resolve the leak in our new HVAC system for
the great room in the Parish House.

*  Donations for the organ purchase exceeded the
actual cost—remaining monies will be added to
the organ fund for future maintenance.

*  Qary+ walked the vestry through the buildings to
familiarize with his routine of opening and clos-
ing the buildings, showing where light switches
are, etc. He also shared information about the
church’s Zoom account, which they will need
during the discernment process.

*  Two letters will be written to the parish in May
about Gary’s retirement in January 2027, one
from Gary+ and one from Marti Bowen.

*  Community member Stan Grice volunteered to
write grants for the Rectory Renovation.

Scholarship Distribution for 2026

Scholarships were awarded on graduation day,
May 30", to seven Mathews High School seniors.
Elllie Congrove received $2,000 and will be at-
tending UNC-Wilmington in the Fall. Our Felicity
Hartlove received $2,000 and is headed to James
Madison University. Shelby Ray received $2,000
and is going to Christopher Newport University
(CNU). Ivan Schaible received $1,000 to attend
Millersville University in Pennsylvania. Morgan
Stearns, who is also attending CNU, received
$2,000. Ella Ward received $2,000 and is attend-
ing Virginia Tech this Fall.

The guidelines the committee follows are: record
of achievement, potential for success and need.
Committee members, Bert Cross, Mary Kathryn
Diggs, Trish Reed and Martha Story, had a diffi-
cult task in making their decision with so many
worthy applications.

Reed Lawson, Chairman

Thank you!!
Dear Kingston Parish family,

Thank you so much for selecting me for a scholar-
ship and for the Prayer Book! I really love all the
people at Kingston and all the time I’ve spent
there! I’m so excited to start my journey at JMU
and with the campus ministry,

Love, Felicity

3" ANNUAL NATIONAL
NIGHT OUT
Tuesday, AUGUST 4"
4:00 — 7:00 PM

Mathews High School Football Field

National Night Out is an annual community-building cam-
paign that promotes police-community partnerships. Nation-
al Night Out enhances the relationship between neighbors
and law enforcement while bringing back a true sense of
community.

Kingston Parish will once again be sponsoring a
booth at this third annual event. If you would like
to participate, please contact one of the vestry.
This is a wonderful opportunity to make our pres-
ence known to the community.
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The Beloved Bicentennial Tribute to The Battle of Cricket Hill

Original Book, Lyrics, and Music by JUDY WARD,
Edited and Expanded by CINDY BOCRIE.

Music Arranged and Orchestrated by DAVID SHUBER.

TN

Thursday, July 2, at 7 p.m. Friday, July 17, at 7 p.m.
Friday July 3, at 7 p.m. Saturday, July 18, at 7 p.m. /
Sunday, July 5, at 3 p.m. Sunday, July 19, at 3 p.m.

Mathews High School’s Harry M. Ward Auditorium
9889 Buckley Hall Road, Mathews

; Tickets: $10 for adults, $5 for students
; Half of proceeds benefit the Judy Ward Scholarship Fund
~ For online tickets, scan the QR code or go to courthouseplayers.org/tickets.
Tickets also available at Office Supply of Gloucester (804-693-4155),
Franktronics (804-642-5233), Mathews Pharmacy (804-725-2556),
and Mathews Visitor & Information Center (804-725-4229).
For more information, go to courthouseplayers.org.
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Parish Prayer List

Pray For Our Parishioners

Allen Barringer (office)

Joe Bridgforth for Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus (NPH) (by Debbie Lambert)
Johnny Brown for healing of his leg and melanoma (by Becca Brown)
Squirrel Daniel for broken leg (by Pat Dickey)

John Deputy for surgery (office)

Amanda Gregg for cancer (by Carole Gregg)

Carole Gregg healing from ruptured appendix (office)

Joe Grundmeyer for prostate cancer (by Karen Richards)

Shannon Hutchings recovering from shoulder surgery (office)

Nancy James recovering at home (office)

Signe Langschultz residing at Heron Cove in Gloucester (office)

Donna Power at Mathews Rehabilitation Center (office)

Tiffany Santa suffering with unrelenting seizures (by Valerie Lewis)
Jessica Story for an autoimmune disorder, still testing (by Martha Story)
Sandy Warren for Alzheimers (office)

Mary Dabney Webster in hospice care (by Trish Reed)

Pat Williams in hospice care at Richmond Westminster-Canterbury

Pray For Our Family and Friends

Randy Altona for long-term illness (by Allan May)

Sandy Ambrose for cancer (by Vicki Carter)

Pat Barnes for cancer (by Kathy Yent)

Brianna Barnhart for a thyroid nodule (by Sally Bridgforth)

Jeff Bohn for open heart surgery (by Josie Thorpe)

Tom Caldwell for auto accident (by Mary Ann Carr)

Sara Caramia (by Martha Ellen Traband)

Gary Collins for Signet Ring Cell Carcinoma (by Jay Black)

Norm Connolly for cancer (by Kathy Yent)

Marie Croxton (by Pat Dickey)

Sally Crumpler for frac. spine/aortic valve replacement (by Mary Chapman)
Lee and Debbie Dawson (by Terry Messer)

Patty DeSa for shoulder surgery (by ME Traband)

David Eaton (by Rosemary Eaton)

John Edmonds for surgery—brother Jason for terminal cancer (by Marti Bowen)
Lisa Ellis for multiple issues (by Reed Lawson)

Roger Emig for cancer (by Reed Lawson)

Laura Flick for surgery (by Kathy Yent)

Peter Furniss for Lymphoma (by Mairi Furniss)

Bobby Griffith for acute vascular disease (by Berni LaCasse)

Linda Hawkins for return of cancer (by R. Eaton)

Elizabeth Hayward for dementia (by Carol Swartz)

Stephen/Barbara Hertz for military-related illnesses (by Lisa McCann)
Bonnie Hook for spreading cancer (by R. Eaton)

Emily Hurlocker for ovarian/lung cancer (by K. Yent)

July Birthdays
Jimmy Eaton 1
Joan Gill 2
Joan Hamond 3
Wayne Armistead 4
Scotty Chase 7
Sterline Ransone Jr. 7
Alan Hartlove 8
Keith Sahm 8
Jay Black 10
Joe Bridgforth 10
Shauna Butz 11
Sally Bridgforth 12
Bella Madigan 13
McKenzie Vrooman 16
Bud Shinault 18
Joy Hartsock 19
Ann Norris 19
Kathy Mallory 23
Tom Bowen 24
Charlie Carter 25
Haskins Ramos 25
Rosemary Eaton 27
Natalie Davis 28
Lynn May 28
Danny Webster 29
Kathleen Crabill 30
Jesse Christie 30
John Deputy 30
Eloise Leslie 30
Robert Hartsock 30

Serving in the Military
First Responders
or Diplomatic Corps

Colin Bucknor

Yvette Gaither

Carly Harmon

Nicholas Hobert

Chris Ivy

Joe and Megan Kraynak
Eric Lambert

Joey Purdue

William Story Scarlett

Marie Hurst for lymphoma (by Jan Mohr)

Van Johnston for stroke (by Martha Ellen Traband) Roscoe Rowe for multiple issues (by Marti Bowen)
Kitty Kessler for knee surgery (by ME Traband) Parks Schaefer for cancer (by Trish Reed)
Rick Kline very ill (by Rosemary Eaton) Susan Shames for cancer (by Martha McCartney)
Donna Lang for return of cancer (by Nan Cross) Dawn Simmons for cancer (by Valerie Lewis)
Joy Long (by Jan Mohr) Judy Smith for aplastic anemia (by Debbie Lambert)
Phil Long for spinal stenosis (by Shannon Hutchings) Elizabeth Stearns (by Kathy Stearns)
The Lynn family (by Rosemary Eaton) Maddox Super for epilepsy (by Wendy Super)
Elizabeth Minton (for ruptured bowel) by M Chapman Mary Van House for stroke/surgery (by MA Carr)
Ruby Parker for brain tumor (by Rosemary Eaton) Christine von Klencke for stomach cancer (by ME Traband)
Elizabeth Perkins for brain tumor (by Pat Elliott) Brandon Walls for motorcycle accident (by Tom Bowen)
Katherine Ann Piedalue for Graves Disease by J Story Bri Westhaver for colon cancer (by Lori Black)
Brett Pollard for infection (by Marti Bowen) Punthada Wetsuwan for meningitis (by R. Eaton)
Jessica Rigsby for breast cancer (by S. Hutchings) Betty Williams for lung cancer (by Mary Chapman)
Lisa Rose for ALS (by Mary Kathryn Diggs) Louise Witherspoon for stroke (by Pat Dickey)
Joe Woodard for bypass surgery (by Jessica Story)




Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
12 pm Healing/HE-MC
1 pm Eleanor in KC
| ' 7 pm AA-PH
5 Independence Day 6 7 8 9 10 11
9 am Counters-L 9 am Men’s Bible Class-
9:30 am HE I-CC PH 12 pm Healing/HE-MC
1 pm Eleanor in KC
7 pm AA-PH
12 7 Pentecost 10 13 14 15 16 17 18
9 am Men’s Bible Class-
9 am Counters-L PH 12 pm Healing/HE-MC
9:30 am HE II-KC 11 am Region Zoom 1 pm Eleanor in KC
Mtg.
Karen Jones has VBS at her church—will bg at work by 1 PM
6 pm Vestry Mtg.-L 7 pm AA-PH
19 8 Pentecost 11 20 21 22 23 24 25
9 am Counters-L 9 am Men’s Bible Class-
9:30 am HE I-CC PH 12 pm Iom_Em\Em-ZO 2 pm Preaching Guild at
I pm Eleanor in KC Apostles’ Lutheran :
CRIER DEADLINE Shrine Mont Weekend
July 24-26
7 pm AA-PH
26 9 Pentecost 12 27 28 29 30

9:30 MP II-KC
Officiant: MA Carr
Preacher: ] Hammond

9 am Counters-L

9 am Men’s Bible Class-
PH

12 pm Healing/HE-MC
1 pm Eleanor in KC

7 pm AA-PH
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KINGSTON PARISH
P. O. Box 471
Mathews, VA 23109
804-725-2175

www.kpepiscopal.org
kingstonparish@verizon.net

In The Diocese of Virginia and
the Upper Tidewater Region
The Rt. Rev. Mark Stevenson, Bishop
The Rt. Rev Gayle Harris, Assisting Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Mark A. Bourlakas, Assisting Bishop

The Very Rev Gary Barker, Rector
(757)371-9382; barkergaryj@gmail.com

THE VESTRY
Senior Warden Marti Bowen
Junior Warden/Pastoral Care Allan May
Junior Warden Bert Cross
Auditor Judy Sowden
Outreach Warden Pat Dickey
Finance Valerie Lewis
Recorder Cindy Machen
Serving At Large Kelsey Desmond

Kim Hartlove

Ron Lambert
Bill Stearns

Finance Advisers:

TRUSTEES

Vicki L. Carter Timothy W. Hudgins Valerie Lewis

DIOCESAN CONVENTION AND
UPPER TIDEWATER REGION

Jim Husband, Lay Delegate
Allan May, Alternate

STAFF

Eleanor Woollard Choir Director/Organist

Karen Jones Parish Administrator

Vicki Carter Bookkeeper
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sunday

July 5: Holy Eucharist Rite I at Christ Church

July 12: Holy Eucharist Rite II at Kingston Chapel

July 19: Holy Eucharist Rite I at Christ Church

July 26: Morning Prayer Rite II at Kingston Chapel

Wednesday

12:00 pm.  Midweek Eucharist in Meditation Chapel

in the Parish House

Celtic Service

August 16:  5:30 p.m. in Kingston Chapel




