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As we approach the celebration of our nationôs birth, I am blessed to be taking part in a musical play that 
tells of the local events that took place just days after the signing of the Declaration of Independence. As I 
stand on stage in my colonial army outfit, I get to initiate and take part in an amazing scene where the peo-
ple of this place ï which was then called, of course, Kingston Parish ï speak honestly with one another 
about how best to move forward given the world in which they find themselves. The loyalists speak of 
wanting to keep things the way they have been and the patriots speak of a dream of a new nation for the fu-
ture. And, in this version of the story, even as they speak very different visions, they listen to one another. 
Eventually, each person must step out and do what they believe is the right thing to do. 

And while we know who wins ï both the Cricket Hill battle in Kingston Parish and the Revolutionary War 
ï there is some truth to be found in both sides of the argument. We live in a time when many seem to be so 
certain of their own absolute truth that anyone who disagrees with them is not to be listened to. And often 
the one who disagrees is denigrated, hated, denied their humanity. It grieves me to see this from people with 
all different points of view; I donôt think itôs the American way, and I am pretty sure itôs not the Christian 
way. This does not only happen in our national and international arenas, it happens right here in our King-
ston Parish ï not the place now called Mathews County, but our Episcopal Church. Whether itôs differences 
of opinion about the music or the way we should spend our budget, the ladiesô bathroom or which church 
service we prefer, none of these things is so absolute that we can break our relationships in the body of 
Christ. I think Jesus wept for Judas when he stepped out in his own absolute certainty and walked away 
from Jesus in betrayal. And I believe Jesus weeps when we become so sure of our point of view that we do 
not include each other. When we live in our own certainty, we get in the way of Godôs absolute truth which 
is always so beyond any of our own visions. Sure, we often must act on what we believe is best. But are we 
called to act in the prayerful humility that knows we are only human and cannot be absolutely sure of much 
of anything in this world except the love and saving ways of our Lord. When I put my viewpoint in the 
place of certainty that is only Godôs, I blaspheme, to use the old language. And when I listen to others and 
remember that I am only one part of the glorious body of Christ that needs all the parts to be whole, I live 
faithfully. We were born in that uncertainty that is grounded in the certainty that is God both as a nation and 
in our baptisms. Let is listen to one another and walk by faith, hope, and love. 

Gary+ 

Mass on the Grass 
July 1 at 11am at Ware Church in Gloucester 

Sign up to bring a side dish: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b49a4ad29a1fc1-mass 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b49a4ad29a1fc1-mass
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Parish Picnic and Worship 

In spite of threatening weather 
we enjoyed another beautiful day 
worshiping God amidst his beau-
tiful creation!  

We recognized Maddie Hobert 
who graduated from Mathews 
High School and then moved on 
to enjoy our picnic lunch.  

Thanks to Mary Chapman for 
opening her home and surround-
ings and to Ray Stubblebine and 
Mary Chapman for providing 
these pictures. 

Thank You 

Dear Church Family 

Thank you for the lovely 
flowers you sent for the 
day of my dedication of 
rooms at the Boys Home 
in memory of my hus-
band and son. It was fit-
ting for them to be hon-
ored this way as they 
were an integral part of 
all I did. The flowers 
brought you closer to 
me. 

With love in Christ, 
ñMrs.ò Sig 


