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The Rectors Vigions

We begin 2026 with all our hopes and dreams in the face of a world that is more than a bit messy these days.
What hopes and dreams do you have? What hopes and dreams do we have together for our life in Christ and
for Kingston Parish and the Episcopal Church? What hopes and dreams do we have as people of Christ for
God’s world, the nations of the world? Famine, prejudice, and war seem to be spreading. The church is grow-
ing smaller, albeit more faithful in its weakness. Our own lives may have all sorts of challenges, medical, emo-
tional, and spiritual. In the face of all the chances and changes in the world and in our own lives and the life of
the church, where do we find hope?

One of the things our Scriptures surely teach us is this: nothing remains the same but our God. No ground is
solid without our God. No life is really alive without God. As we begin this year, how are you committing to
deepening your connection to the one thing that holds all the rest together even when it falls apart? Our prayer
and Christian lives are not just something we do on the sideline after work or school. Our community of faith
is not just one of our social gatherings we like to attend. What we are about together is nothing short of grow-
ing more true to the one truth that stands when everything else fades.

We have been “fearfully and wonderfully made” (Psalm 139) by the One who holds all things together. We
have in us the image of that one Truth. How do you honor that? How do you live that? How might you and I
and our whole Kingston family be “fearful and wonderful” in the image of God this year as never before? We
have now. We have 2026 to show the world God’s awesome and wonderful love. I hope we can live up to that
calling with courage, faith, humility, and some laughter. That is my hope and dream for 2026; that we will be
who God has made us to be in new and more amazing ways by the power of God. The world needs us. There
are hungry people, hurt and broken people, poor people, sick and lost people, a creation groaning for care, and
a God aching to see us step up in faith to be and to do all we are made to be and to do.

There are those around us — and, dare we admit, sometimes voices inside us — that will say we are foolish. That
we should fear the needy, hate those who are desperate for help, take from others and from creation all we can
get for ourselves. These are the sad and selfish voices that speak so loudly in our world against the Good News
of a Loving God. These voices will die. We need not fight against them, but we do need to live by a different
voice. The voice of God calls us to the awesome task of taking care of the world and the people of the world.
How do we do that as Kingston Parish? How do you do that as God’s own child? What does 2026 ask of us?
In February, we will meet as a parish to review our last year and look ahead to God’s will for us in 2026. What
courage and faith will you bring to our gathering?

Gary+
New Organist

The rector and vestry are pleased to announce the hiring of Eleanor Woollard as our choir director and or-
ganist effective January 18th. We were very sorry to see Eleanor leave us a few years ago, but getting to the
early 8:00 services (7:15 for choir) were difficult with health issues. Now that we have the one service at
9:30 AM, she is pleased to rejoin us.

We want to thank Libby Boyer and the Rev. Coleman Tyler, who have been so faithful during this interim.
Even when neither could play for us on a Sunday, they came during the week and recorded music into “The
Box.” And thanks also to Ray Stubblebine, who has trained himself to operate The Box and met Libby and
Coleman during the week to record that week’s music.
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Worship Opportunities

New Worship Schedule

Our Fall Schedule of one worship service each Sun-
day at 9:30 AM was well received. The amount of
positive feedback has encouraged Gary+ and the
vestry to continue worshiping as one Body. So be-
ginning on January 4th of the new year, first and
third Sunday worship services will be 9:30 AM at
Christ Church, and second, fourth and fifth Sun-
days will be held at Kingston Chapel.

Celtic Services

Our Celtic service schedule for 2026 is as follows:
February 15, March 15, April 19, May 17,
August 16, September 20, October 18, and
November 15. These services will be held at 5:30
PM in Kingston Chapel.

The Season of Epiphany (January 6-February 17)
We will celebrate the season of Epiphany beginning
January 4th and continue the season until Ash
Wednesday February 18th. According to Google,
“The miracles of Epiphany, a Christian season (Jan
6th onward) celebrating Jesus's "manifestation,”
center on divine revelations.: the Star of Bethlehem
guiding the Magi (a celestial miracle), the water-to-
wine at Cana (a creation miracle), and Christ's
Baptism in the Jordan, where the Spirit descends,
signifying God's revealing Himself as Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit. These events showcase Jesus's di-
vine nature and power, calling believers to see
God's glory revealed in the world. In essence,
Epiphany miracles are about God showing up and
making Himself known, inviting the world to see
and believe.”

The Season of Lent begins February 18

Ash Wednesday is February 18th this year. We will
have a Noon Imposition of Ashes and Holy Eucha-
rist service at Christ Church and a 7 PM service at
Kingston Chapel.

Soup With Love

Soup With Love will begin on Wednesday, Febru-
ary 25th and continue each Wednesday at Noon
during Lent. Everyone is invited to attend and enjoy
various soups and breads provided by the Kingston
Parish Women. Gary+ will lead our liturgy, includ-
ing homilies from various preachers in our commu-
nity, followed by the meal. Donations will be given
to a local non-profit organization of the KPW’s
choosing.

Kingston Parish Women Meeting

The Women of Kingston are invited to the Parish
House on Tuesday, January 20th at 4 PM for a wine
and cheese fellowship followed by a meeting to sign
up to make soups and breads for Soup With Love
and to determine where donations will be given. If
you are unable to make the meeting, please contact
Kelsey Desmond to sign up to help. Please RSVP the
church office by January 15th if you plan to attend.

Annual Meeting February 8

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, Febru-
ary 8th. We will begin with worship at 9:30 AM fol-
lowed by the meeting and a simple luncheon.

Submissions for the annual report need to be sent to
the office by Thursday, January 29th in order to be
included. Vestry members and heads of committees
and ministries are asked to report on their area of re-
sponsibility. These annual reports are a wonderful
summary of our past year’s activities and very help-
ful historically.

Vestry members who will finish their term are Lois
Biddison and James Eaton (Mike Miskovsky stepped
down earlier). The three nominees for the 2026 ves-
try are Bert Cross, Valerie Lewis and Cindy Machen.
Brief bios of these three are included on page 4.

Gary on Vacation

Gary+ will be on vacation January 18th through Feb-
ruary 2nd. We will have three Sunday worship ser-
vices during that time.

January 18: Stuart Wood, retired priest from Christ
Church, Middlesex, will lead our Holy Eucharist ser-
vice at Christ Church.

January 25: Mary Ann Carr and Joan Hammond will
lead our Morning Prayer service at Kingston Chapel.

February 1: Mary Ann Carr and Joan Hammond will
lead our Morning Prayer service at Christ Church.

Gary+ will be in the office on Tuesday, February 3rd
and here for our Annual Meeting February 8th.

Bishop Visit

Bishop Gayle Harris will be with us the morning of
March 15th. We will have a special reception follow-
ing in honor of our bishop and any Confirmands.

If you are interested in being Confirmed or Received
into the Episcopal Church, please contact Gary+
ASAP so that he can prepare you for the visit.
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Valerie Lewis: I recently retired from serving as a community
engagement specialist for Gloucester County and for those who
know me, my favorite response is “Nothing” to the frequently
asked question “What do you do with all your free time now?” |
love being able to do what I want when I want...and serving on
vestry is something I want to do.

I’ve attended Kingston Parish since the late 1990’s but it was my
tenure as Senior Warden from 2019-2021 that gave me a greater
understanding of the mindful, deliberate and loving considera-
tion that nurtures our church family. It made me appreciate, all
the more, just how much work gets accomplished in God’s
name.

You all have supported my children, my husband and me in a
loving embrace through challenges and celebrations. I’'m contin-
ually humbled by the grace witnessed in our worship, our minis-
tries and care of each other. Thank you for considering me to
serve you again on the vestry.

Bert Cross: I grew up in the Methodist Church and served on the Ad-
ministrative Board of one of the churches. Before Nan and I were mar-
ried, I attended Kingston with her. When we married we moved to
Gloucester and began attending a Presbyterian church nearby where I
would become a Presbyterian Elder and served on their board.

We moved to Mathews in 1983 and came back to Kingston Parish.
Since that time I have worked on many Fall Fairs, taught Sunday
School, ushered, served on a search committee, am a money counter
and assisted Nan with projects when she was the Junior Warden. Hope-
fully my forty-some years with Kingston will be of some benefit to our
Vestry and church family in the present and future.

Cindy Machen: I am excited to be nominated for the Kingston Parish
Vestry. | have been attending Kingston Parish since 1984 and became a
member around 1994. Why 10 years to become a member? “Catholic
Guilt “. I grew up in the Roman Catholic Church and even attended St.
Matthew’s Catholic School Kindergarten through 8" grade.

I currently enjoy the role of Recording Secretary, whose primary duty
is to keep accurate minutes of Vestry meetings. I am ex-officio member
of the Vestry, meaning I attend meetings {and occasionally voice my
opinion!} but do not vote on Vestry business. I try to do my best!

I also am currently teaching 5™ grade math at West Point Elementary
School, West Point, Virginia and still loving it!

I have many great memories from being involved with Kingston Parish
over the last 40 + years and look forward to creating more.
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Vestry Notes (from November 19 Meeting)

* Jay Black from Davenport & Co. would like to
meet with the vestry in 2026 to share infor-
mation about our investment accounts.

* A motion was made and approved for
Bookkeeper Vicki Carter to have access to the
Davenport & Co. account so she can prepare fi-
nancial reports. She would not have signatory
permission.

* A search will begin to make our cemetery rec-
ords and mapping of burial plots digital.

*  The youth ministry of Beulah Church in new
Point and St. Paul Comfort Church in Susan has
made contact with us about sharing a youth
event once a month.

* The HVAC system in the great room of the Par-
ish House is in need of repair or replacement.
Allan May will get bids from the larger HVAC
companies.

+  Bishop Harris will visit Kingston on March 15th
0f 2026.

+  Allan May continues his Pathway of Discern-
ment and Formation for the Diaconate.

*  We are still searching for a full-time organist
and choir director. We appreciate Libby Boyer
and Coleman Tyler for so ably filling in and
providing music for us each Sunday.

* A motion was made and approved to renew a 2-
year Breezeline service agreement, but to call
Breezeline to cancel the monthly modem rental
fee and buy a compatible modem.

*  The vestry approved the Outreach Committee’s
recommendation to make the following dona-
tions to the community before the year’s end:

Episcopal Relief & Development $1,000
Meals on Wheels 1,000
Hands Across Mathews 1,000
Gloucester Mathews Care Clinic 1,000
Christmas Blessing Fund 1,000
Mathews Volunteer Fire Dept. 750
Mathews Volunteer Rescue Squad 750
Mathews YMCA 500
Mathews Land Conservancy 500
Bay School of the Arts 500
The Christmas Store 250

* Lisa McCann has stepped down from tending
the memorial garden. New Point Life Services
has offered to provide volunteer help. We need a
liaison to work with New Point Life Services.

*  Mike Miskovsky, Lois Biddison and James
Eaton will be rolling off the vestry. A short list

for 2026 was suggested. The annual meeting
will be February 8th.

+  Allan May reported on the Diocesan Conven-
tion November 4-6. He was excited to meet all
three bishops.

*  Work on the rectory was commenced with the
approval of the vestry. The fundraising sign
was placed by the Rectory Renovation Com-
mittee (not the vestry).

*  The next meeting will be December 17th at
5:30 PM.

Our Winter into Spring Class to Begin
February 16 and 17

There is a rich tradition of reading our Scriptures
and praying called Lectio Divina. Perhaps it’s the
Latin that puts people off, but amazingly many of
us Christians do not know this wonderful way of
praying through, experiencing, and allowing our-
selves to be changed by God. In this class, we
will take the time to learn the simple method and
apply it to a Biblical story and a work of art relat-
ed to that story. Each week members of the class
will take time at home to experience a Scripture
and then bring that experience to class.

As usual, all are welcome to classes whenever
they can come. Gary will give “homework” for
all who want to be involved, but if you don’t have
time to do that, come along for the discussion and
experience we have together anyway. There is no
book for this class, but you may wish to look
online at “Art Lectio” to see how one man does
this work with Biblical art; there are YouTube
and Instagram videos of the process there.

Classes will meet as usual. For those who prefer
to meet during the day, we will have a class from
1:00 to 2:30 each Monday beginning February 16.
For those who prefer to meet in the evening, we
will also have class from 7 to 8:30 PM on Tues-
day evenings. Sometimes folks even move from
one time to the other.

I hope you will take time to learn this rich process
of growing closer to God with our wonderful
group of people who attend these classes. Gary+

Thank You

I would like to thank Kingston Parish for the
$2,000 of support this semester at ODU. Your
support has helped me from a young age and I
appreciate it greatly! Thomas Lewis
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Vestry Notes from December 17 Meeting

*  We are looking for ways to help with the home-
less GUEST program. Marti Bowen and Mary
Kathryn Diggs will attend GUEST training on
January 4th.

*  The HVAC unit in the great room of the Parish
House has a bad freon leak and an expensive fix.
Allan May is taking quotes from commercial
HVAC companies.

*  Vicki Carter will work with Ron Lambert and
Bill Stearns to prepare a 2026 budget for vestry
approval.

+ Eleanor Woollard has agreed to return as our
choir director/organist effective January 18th.

*  Many thanks to Coleman Tyler and Libby Boyer
for their music ministry at Kingston.

*  Gary+ will be on vacation January 18 to Febru-
ary 2. Stuart Wood will serve as supply priest in
his absence.

* A motion was made, seconded and approved to
continue with one 9:30 AM worship service in
2026. First and third Sundays will be at Christ
Church. The second and fourth Sundays will be
held at Kingston Chapel. The 5th Sunday loca-
tion will be determined as needed.

*  Mike Miskovsky, Lois Biddison and James
Eaton complete their three years of vestry ser-
vice. Candidates for 2026 are Bert Cross, Va-
lerie Lewis and Cindy Machen.

* The Annual Meeting will be February 8th.

* Rectory Renovation Update: Bay Aging has

asked for a non-binding memorandum of under-

standing between Kingston Parish and Bay Ag-
ing stating that Bay Aging was willing to man-
age the Rectory rental when renovations. This
document was signed by one of our trustees.
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Parish Prayer List

Pray For Our Parishioners

Joe Bridgforth for Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus (NPH) (by Debbie Lambert)
Johnny Brown for healing of his leg and melanoma (by Becca Brown)

Bill Crowe for Pancreatic Cancer (office)

Amanda Gregg for cancer (by Carole Gregg)

Martha Knight diagnosed with stomach cancer (office)

Nancy James recovering from surgery at home (office)

Signe Langschultz residing at Heron Cove in Gloucester (office)
Donna Power at Mathews Rehabilitation Center (office)

Sandy Warren for Alzheimers (office)

Mary Dabney Webster in hospice care (by Trish Reed)

Pray For Our Family and Friends

Randy Altona for long-term illness (by Allan May)
Sandy Ambrose for cancer (by Vicki Carter)

Brianna Barnhart for a thyroid nodule (by Sally Bridgforth)
Diane Bing for detached retina surgery (by Kathy Yent)
Tom Caldwell for auto accident (by Mary Ann Carr)

Jeri Carney for neck surgery (by Josie Thorpe)

Grace Cipriano for a blood disorder (by Rosemary Eaton)
Gary Collins for Autoimmune Pancreatitis (by Jay Black)
Marie Croxton (by Pat Dickey)

Kate Daniel (by Josie Thorpe)

Lee and Debbie Dawson (by Terry Messer)

Cole Dyck for Bells Palsy (by Jessica Story)

David Eaton (by Rosemary Eaton)

John Edmonds for surgery and brother Jason for terminal cancer (by Marti Bowen)

Pat Fellows for heart surgery complications (by K. Yent)
Laura Flick for surgery (by Kathy Yent)

Walker Linden Ford-5 yrs. old, blind in one eye (by K Yent)
Debbie Furey for eye surgery (by Ethel Brown)

Peter Furniss for Lymphoma (by Mairi Furniss)

Wendy Gay for cancer (by Kathy Yent)

The Gibson family (by Josie Thorpe)

Paul Gibson for Multiple System Atrophy (by Jan Mohr)
Bobby Griffith for acute vascular disease (by Berni LaCasse)
Wanda/Woody Hailey (by Gay Butler)

Linda Hawkins for return of cancer (by Rosemary Eaton)
Elizabeth Hayward for dementia (by Carol Swartz)

Dick Hellier for lung cancer (by Kathy Yent)

Tom Holaday for lung issues/transplant (by Marti Bowen)
Bonnie Hook for spreading cancer (by Rosemary Eaton)
John Hopkins for dementia (by Mairi Furniss)

Emily Hurlocker for ovarian/lung cancer (by Kathy Yent)
Marie Hurst for lymphoma (by Jan Mohr)

Johnson family for father with dementia (by Marti Bowen)
David Kendrick for cancer (by Debbie Lambert)

Bill King for lymphoma of CNS (by Mairi Furniss)

Rick Kline very ill (by Rosemary Eaton)

Joanne Kopp for return of Lymphoma (by Pat Neiger)
Donna Lang for return of cancer (by Nan Cross)

Joy Long (by Jan Mohr)

Phil Long for spinal stenosis (by Shannon Hutchings)

The Lynn family (by Rosemary Eaton)

Samantha Martin for a liver transplant (by Kathy Yent)
Helen Young Massingill (by Gay Butler)

Elizabeth Minton (for ruptured bowel) by M. Chapman
Lois Morley for a stroke (by Debbie Lambert)

Keith Morgan for prostate cancer (by Josie Thorpe)

Lou Ann Newman for malignant brain tumor (by K. Yent)

January Birthdays
Reed Lawson 2
Samson Hartlove 8
Susan Greene 9
Nancy James 14
Gay Butler 16
Allen Barringer 19
Janice Rae Lawson 22
Trisha Madigan 22
Janet Husband 26
Kelsey Desmond 28

February Birthdays
Pat Neiger 1
Bill Higdon 2
Cabell Chase 4
Ellis Chase 4
Kathy Yent 4
Lisa White 9
Lynn Lewis 12
Felicity Hartlove 17
Amy Gregg 18
Amy Chase 20
Ula Ilnytzky 20
Joyce Deputy 25
Signe Langschultz 25
Mary Chapman 26
Nina Buzby 27
Bert Cross 28

Serving in the Military
First Responders

or Diplomatic Corps
Colin Bucknor
Yvette Gaither
Carly Harmon
Nicholas Hobert
Chris Ivy
Joe Kraynak
Megan Kraynak
Eric Lambert
Joey Purdue
William Story Scarlett

Ruby Parker for brain tumor (by Rosemary Eaton)
Elizabeth Perkins for brain tumor (by Pat Elliott)

Jessica Rigsby for breast cancer (by Shannon Hutchings)
Tom Robinson (by Josie Thorpe)

Lisa Rose for ALS (by Mary Kathryn Diggs)

Susan Shames for cancer (by Martha McCartney)
Michael Shifflett for pancreatic cancer (by Valerie Lewis)
Dawn Simmons for cancer (by Valerie Lewis)

Judy Smith for aplastic anemia (by Debbie Lambert)
Maddox Super for epilepsy (by Wendy Super)

Tiffany Taylor for Chron’s Disease (by Josie Thorpe)
Coleman Tyler for facial pain (office)

Mary Van House for stroke/surgery (by Mary Ann Carr)
Ethel Walker for emergency surgery (by Kathy Yent)
Bri Westhaver for colon cancer (by Lori Black)
Punthada Wetsuwan for meningitis (by Rosemary Eaton)
Betty Williams for lung cancer (by Mary Chapman)
Louise Witherspoon for stroke (by Pat Dickey)
Catherine Worley for breast cancer (by Gay Butler)
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KINGSTON PARISH

P. O. Box 471

Mathews, VA 23109

804-725-2175

www.kpepiscopal.org
kingstonparish@verizon.net

In The Diocese of Virginia and
the Upper Tidewater Region
The Rt. Rev. Mark Stevenson, Bishop
The Rt. Rev Gayle Harris, Assisting Bishop
The Rt. Rev. Mark A. Bourlakas, Assisting Bishop

The Very Rev Gary Barker, Rector
(757)371-9382; barkergaryj@gmail.com

THE VESTRY

Senior Warden Marti Bowen
Junior Warden/Pastoral Care Allan May
Auditor Judy Sowden
Communications Lois Biddison
Evangelism/Alternate Delegate Jimmy Eaton
Outreach Warden Pat Dickey
Serving At Large Kelsey Desmond

Kim Hartlove
Treasurer
Recorder Cindy Machen

TRUSTEES
Vicki L. Carter Timothy W. Hudgins Valerie Lewis

DIOCESAN CONVENTION AND
UPPER TIDEWATER REGION

Jim Husband, Lay Delegate
Allan May, Alternate

STAFF
Vicki Carter Bookkeeper
Karen Jones Parish Administrator
Eleanor Woollard Choir Director/Organist

WORSHIP SCHEDULE
Sundays: One Worship Service at 9:30 AM
First and Third Sundays at Christ Church
Second, Fourth and Fifth Sundays at Kingston Chapel

Wednesday
12:00 p.m. Midweek Eucharist in Meditation Chapel

in the Parish House

Celtic Service
February 15: 5:30 p.m. in Kingston Chapel




