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A voice cries out: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD,  
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” Isaiah 40:3, John 1:23 

 

Kingston Parish Advent and Christmas Schedule 
 
The Advent Season: 
 
November 30: Advent 1 
 9:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I at Christ Church 
 
December 6: Advent Quiet Day 
 9:15 AM - 12:30 PM in Kingston Chapel 
 
December 7: Advent 2 
 9:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite II at Kingston Chapel 
 
December 14: Advent 3 
 9:30 AM Holy Euchariste Rite II at Kingston Chapel 
 
December 21: Advent 4 
 9:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I and Hanging of the Greens at Christ Church 
 
The Christmas Season: 
 
Wednesday, December 24: Christmas Eve 
 8:00 PM Holy Eucharist Rite I at Christ Church 
 
Thursday, December 25: Christmas Day 
 10:00 AM. Holy Eucharist Rite II at Christ Church 
 
Sunday, December 28: First Sunday after Christmas Day 
 9:30 AM Lessons and Carols and Holy Eucharist at Christ Church 
 
Sunday, January 4: Second Sunday after Christmas Day 
 9:30 AM Holy Eucharist Rite I at Christ Church 
 

O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

mailto:Kingston@verizon.net
http://www.kpepiscopal.org/
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Worship Opportunities in December 

Advent Retreat 

Gary+ will lead us in a time of reflection and prepa-
ration for the Lord’s coming. Join us on Saturday, 
December 6th beginning at 9:15 AM and ending 
around 12:30 PM. And bring a friend! 

Advent Worship at Westville Christian 

Westville Christian has invited us to join them each 
Thursday at Noon during Advent for a worship ser-
vice to prepare for the coming of our Savior.  

Readers Needed for Lessons and Carols 

The Lessons and Carols service on December 28th 
has nine readings and hymns that review the gospel 
story from Genesis to Jesus’ birth. If you are willing 
to read one of the lessons, please contact the office, 
kingstonparish@verizon.net or 725-2175. 

Wreaths, Swags and Poinsettias  
at Christ Church 

This year all of our Christmas services will be held at 
Christ Church. If you would like to purchase 
wreaths, swags or poinsettias in loving memory or 
honor of someone, please contact the office with 
your order, including the correct spelling of those in 
whose memory or honor the greenery is given. 
Email: kingstonparish@verizon.net. 

Poinsettias are $25, Wreaths are $30 and Swags are 
$50. 

 

A Gift for God 

As we look toward Christmas and begin the Ad-
vent season of waiting, watching, and preparing, 
one of the many ways we can prepare is to do 
things that help prepare the world for the coming 
of Christ. In other words, we can do good to move 
toward God's Kingdom. One of the best ways I 
know to support ministries around the world more 
in need of our faithful response than ever is to give 
to Episcopal Relief and Development. The Episco-
pal Church around the world works with local 
groups to spread the Gospel often by spreading 
new ways of financial hope and growth. We at 
Kingston do so much for our immediate communi-
ty, but we can't stop there.  

Our Episcopal Relief and Development reached 
about 4.9 million people in 2024, helping 1.1 mil-
lion children, training 11,000 farmers in the best 
agricultural practices, and empowering 762,000 
women in their communities. There are other 
groups doing similar work, of course, but we do it 
in the name of our Lord and that makes a huge 
difference in the heart of the matter. Please con-
sider making a gift to ERD as a Christmas gift to 
the child born that day; or buy a goat or a chicken 
for that special grandchild or other loved one. 
There are few better ways to celebrate the incarna-
tion of God among us. You can give online at 
episcopalrelief.org/gifts or by calling 1-855-312-
4325. 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through 
him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. (Collect 
for Advent 1) 

God's Peace, Blessed Advent, Happy Christmas, 

Gary+ 

Choir Schedule for Christmas 

The Choir will meet on Thursday, December 11th 
and Thursday, December 18th at Christ Church to 
prepare a few songs for our Christmas Eve ser-
vice, directed by Libby Boyer. We invite any and 
all who would like to participate in this special 
service to attend these two practices at 3 PM. 

2026 Celtic Service Schedule 

February 15 

March 15 

April 19 

May 17 

August 16 

September 20 

October 18 

November 15  

Celtic Services begin at 5:30 PM in Kingston Chapel. 

http://episcopalrelief.org/gifts
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Diocesan Convention 
Report by Allan May, Lay Delegate 

Gary+ and I attended the 231st Annual Convention 
on November 6-8. It was a glorious time together 
with other clergy, lay folk, students from colleges, 
and some friends that I met through my discern-
ment retreat back in March. It was an honor to 
meet with all three of our bishops, and to introduce 
myself to them. When I met with Bishop Harris, 
she mentioned she will be visiting Kingston Parish 
in March. We had a great keynote speaker, Dr. Li-
sa Kimball, from the Virginia Theological Semi-
nary in Alexandria. She talked about how we are 
Baptized for life who are the ministers of the 
Church, and what is the ministry of the laity. The 
gathering of the baptized is not a congregation of 
those who are privileged, elite, and separate, but of 
those who have accepted what it means to be in the 
heart of a needy, contaminated, messy world.  

On Saturday, we dealt with most of the practical 
business of convention. During this meeting, four 
resolutions were brought forth. Among them was 
one saying that ICE or any other law enforcement 
agency could not come on the grounds of church 
property, require immigration status information of 
employees, congregants, parishioners, or commu-
nity members, and other underlying information 
without a valid judicial warrant. Another resolu-
tion was to explore new ways that youth and col-
lege student delegates could attend the conference; 
do any of our youth have an interest in being in-
volved next year? 

If you would like to read more about the conven-
tion, please follow the link below. There are 
Youtube videos on the Diocese of Virginia 
Youtube Channel as well, including our beautiful 
liturgies. https://episcopalvirginia.org/who-we-are/
governance/convention/231st/. 

Peace and blessings to all, 

Allan May, Junior Warden, 
Chair of Pastoral Care, 
Lay Delegate Alternate 

Hanging of the Greens 

We will decorate Christ Church 
for the Christmas season follow-
ing the Fourth Sunday of Advent 
service December 21st. Festive music will be 
played while we decorate the building with poin-
settias, Christmas wreaths, swags and candles. 

Vestry Notes 

From October 22 Vestry Meeting 

 The Diocesan pledge form was completed; our 
2026 budgeted pledge is almost $18,000.00, 
which is 8% of our budget. The Upper-
Tidewater Region has requested $300 for 2026 

 A production company filming in Mathews has 
asked permission to film a scene on the 
grounds of Christ Church for a $1,000 dona-
tion. 

 Marti has been our liaison with Davenport In-
vestments since we still have no Treasurer. 

 The Fall Fair went very well; other ideas for 
fundraising throughout the year were dis-
cussed. 

 Allan May is contacting Dominion Energy 
about the light in the Parish House parking lot 
that needs a new bulb. He is checking other 
lights and items for repair around the building. 

 Commonwealth Water will be installing a wa-
ter filtration system under one of the sinks in 
the kitchen. A motion was made and approved 
to pay for the filtration system from the Kitch-
en Improvement Fund. 

 Allan will also request a quote from Stewart’s 
Carpet for carpet replacement at Christ Church. 

 About 30 people attended the region meeting 
in our Parish House; thanks to Jan Mohr and 
her team for preparing a delicious meal. 

 Advent Retreat will be December 6th. 

 9:30 AM services have been well received and 
will continue. 

 Thanksgiving Day worship at 10:30 AM fol-
lowed by the annual Thanksgiving community 
dinner led by Vicki Carter. 

 Diocesan Convention November 6-8 in Freder-
icksburg. Allan May will replace Jim Husband 
as delegate since Jim has been unwell. 

 The snack pack fund is no longer needed. A 
motion was made and approved to move the 
$2,600 remaining to the Outreach Fund. 

 Mike Miskovsky, Lois Biddison and James 
Eaton will be rolling off the vestry. A list for 
three 2026 nominees was suggested. 

 The next meeting will be November 19th. 

https://episcopalvirginia.org/who-we-are/governance/convention/231st/
https://episcopalvirginia.org/who-we-are/governance/convention/231st/
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December Birthdays 

Jim Husband       2 
Lisa McCann       4 
Karen Richards       7 
Gary Barker+     17 
Angie Miller     21 
Heather Gregg     22 
Barbara Van Over    22 
Dylan White     22 
Cate Christopher    24 
Taffy Barringer     30 

Serving in the Military 
First Responders 

or Diplomatic Corps 

Colin Bucknor 
Yvette Gaither 
Carly Harmon 
Nicholas Hobert 
Chris Ivy 
Joe Kraynak 
Megan Kraynak 
Eric Lambert 
Joey Purdue 
William Story Scarlett 

Parish Prayer List 

Pray For Our Parishioners 
Joe Bridgforth for Normal Pressure Hydrocephalus (NPH) (by Debbie Lambert) 
Johnny Brown for healing of his leg and melanoma (by Becca Brown) 
Bill Crowe for Pancreatic Cancer (office) 
Mairi Furniss recovering from a fall (office) 
Amanda Gregg for cancer (by Carole Gregg) 
Jim Husband recovering from back issues (office) 
Martha Knight diagnosed with stomach cancer (office) 
Nancy James recovering from surgery at Sanders (office) 
Signe Langschultz residing at Heron Cove in Gloucester (office) 
Mike Miskovsky for health issues (office) 
Jan Mohr recovering from surgery (office) 
Pat Neiger for recovery from back surgery (office) 
Donna Power at Mathews Rehabilitation Center (office) 
Sandy Warren for Alzheimers (office) 
Mary Dabney Webster in hospice care (by Trish Reed) 

Pray For Our Family and Friends 
Randy Altona for long-term illness (by Allan May) 
Sandy Ambrose for cancer (by Vicki Carter) 
Brianna Barnhart for a thyroid nodule (by Sally Bridgforth) 
Diane Bing for detached retina surgery (by Kathy Yent) 
Tom Caldwell for auto accident (by Mary Ann Carr) 
Jeri Carney for neck surgery (by Josie Thorpe) 
Grace Cipriano for a blood disorder (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Gary Collins for chronic pancreatitis (by Jay Black) 
Marie Croxton (by Pat Dickey) 
Kate Daniel (by Josie Thorpe) 
Lee and Debbie Dawson (by Terry Messer) 
Ted Denks for abdominal bacterial infection (by M. Bowen) 
David Eaton (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Pat Fellows for heart surgery complications (by K. Yent) 
Laura Flick for surgery (by Kathy Yent) 
Walker Linden Ford-5 yrs. old, blind in one eye (by K Yent) 
Brianna Friend for thyroid cancer (by Marti Bowen) 
Debbie Furey for eye surgery (by Ethel Brown) 
Peter Furniss for Lymphoma (by Mairi Furniss) 
Wendy Gay for cancer (by Kathy Yent) 
The Gibson family (by Josie Thorpe) 
Paul Gibson for Multiple System Atrophy (by Jan Mohr) 
Bobby Griffith for acute vascular disease (by Berni LaCasse) 
Liz Grissom for cancer (by Marti Bowen) 
Wanda/Woody Hailey (by Gay Butler) 
Linda Hawkins for return of cancer (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Elizabeth Hayward for dementia (by Carol Swartz) 
Dick Hellier for lung cancer (by Kathy Yent) 
Tom Holaday for lung issues/transplant (by Marti Bowen) 
Bonnie Hook for spreading cancer (by Rosemary Eaton) 
John Hopkins for dementia (by Mairi Furniss) 
Emily Hurlocker for ovarian/lung cancer (by Kathy Yent) 
Marie Hurst for lymphoma (by Jan Mohr) 
John Hutson for cancer (by Marti Bowen) 
Johnson family for father with dementia (by Marti Bowen) 
David Kendrick for cancer (by Debbie Lambert) 
Bill King for lymphoma of CNS (by Mairi Furniss) 
Rick Kline very ill (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Joanne Kopp for return of Lymphoma (by Pat Neiger) 
Donna Lang for return of cancer (by Nan Cross) 

Joy Long (by Jan Mohr) 
Phil Long for spinal stenosis (by Shannon Hutchings) 
The Lynn family (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Samantha Martin for a liver transplant (by Kathy Yent) 
Helen Young Massingill (by Gay Butler) 
Elizabeth Minton (for ruptured bowel) by M. Chapman 
Lois Morley for a stroke (by Debbie Lambert) 
Keith Morgan for prostate cancer (by Josie Thorpe) 
Lou Ann Newman for malignant brain tumor (by K. Yent) 
Ruby Parker for brain tumor (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Elizabeth Perkins for brain tumor (by Pat Elliott) 
Jessica Rigsby for breast cancer (by Shannon Hutchings) 
Tom Robinson (by Josie Thorpe) 
Lisa Rose for ALS (by Mary Kathryn Diggs) 
Susan Shames for cancer (by Martha McCartney) 
Michael Shifflett for pancreatic cancer (by Valerie Lewis) 
Dawn Simmons for cancer (by Valerie Lewis) 
Judy Smith for aplastic anemia (by Debbie Lambert) 
Maddox Super for epilepsy (by Wendy Super) 
Tiffany Taylor for Chron’s Disease (by Josie Thorpe) 
Coleman Tyler for facial pain (office) 
Mary Van House for stroke/surgery (by Mary Ann Carr) 
Ethel Walker for emergency surgery (by Kathy Yent) 
Willis Ann Ward for stroke (by Marti Bowen) 
Bri Westhaver for colon cancer (by Lori Black) 
Punthada Wetsuwan for meningitis (by Rosemary Eaton) 
Betty Williams for lung cancer (by Mary Chapman) 
Louise Witherspoon for stroke (by Pat Dickey) 
Catherine Worley for breast cancer (by Gay Butler) 
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The Kingston Crier, December 2025 

Kingston Parish 

PO Box 471 

Mathews, VA 23109 

Address Service Requested 

KINGSTON PARISH 
P. O. Box 471 

Mathews, VA 23109 
804-725-2175 

www.kpepiscopal.org 
kingstonparish@verizon.net 

In The Diocese of Virginia and 
the Upper Tidewater Region 

The Rt. Rev. Mark Stevenson, Bishop 
The Rt. Rev Gayle Harris, Assisting Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Mark A. Bourlakas, Assisting Bishop 

The Very Rev Gary Barker, Rector 
(757)371-9382; barkergaryj@gmail.com 

THE VESTRY 
Senior Warden    Marti Bowen 
Junior Warden/Pastoral Care  Allan May 
Auditor    Judy Sowden 
Communications   Lois Biddison 
Evangelism/Alternate Delegate  Jimmy Eaton 
Outreach Warden   Pat Dickey 
Serving At Large   Kelsey Desmond 
       Kim Hartlove 

Treasurer     

Recorder    Cindy Machen 

TRUSTEES 

Vicki L. Carter  Timothy W. Hudgins Valerie Lewis 
 

DIOCESAN CONVENTION AND 

UPPER TIDEWATER REGION 

Jim Husband, Lay Delegate 
Allan May, Alternate 

 
STAFF 

 
Karen Jones                                       Parish Administrator 
Vicki Carter                                                    Bookkeeper 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sunday 
December 7: Holy Eucharist Rite II at Kingston Chapel 
December 14: Holy Eucharist Rite II at Kingston Chapel 
December 21: Holy Eucharist Rite I at Christ Church 
December 28: Lessons and Carols and HE at Christ 

Church 

Special Advent and Christmas services are listed on the 
front page. 

Wednesday 
12:00 p.m. Midweek Eucharist in Meditation Chapel 

in the Parish House 
 

Thanksgiving Day Set-up: 
Thank you to all these youth for setting up for Thanksgiving Day dinner: 
Bottom left: Kennedy Lowe, Cooper Lowe, Lyman Hayes;  
Middle: Mason Perry, Adam Greeves, Brayden Larson, Henry Sowers 
Top left: Carter Hayes, Keira Cannon, Aubrey Adams, Eloise Leslie, and 
Leah Hyde 


